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INTRODUCTION. 1% 



ter with her ere W on board in the 
same regions* and as I ain fully 
eonvincod that onr beings abl^ to 
endure avtth great hardships, and to 

• » 

escape that destruction which often 
appeared inevitable, was entirely 
owing to a steady perseverance in 

, ■ 

every precaution that appeared 
necessary, and the alacrity and 
good discipline of the officers and 
crew, in defiance of intense cold 
and in a state of deprivation of 
almost every necessary comfort. 
I flatter myself that these details 
will tend to the safety and success 



t 

/ 



of future Navigators, be useful to 
mj brother seamen in the houp'of 
danger, and that such unparallejied 
distresses will excite a lively ia^- 
t^rest in the minds of my readers, • 



i • 



• These objects obtained I shall be 
antply 'gratified, my view in pub- 
lishing being neither fame or profit. 



I am also urged to this publication 
by another consideration. It cannot 
have escaped general observation 
with what avidity and meritorious 



INT>RODirO'MO»»,' »l 



zeal every extraordiiu^fy event in 

politics, biography, navigatioh^ ^iHt 
aiiy thiii^ likWy %dl excile gew^ral 




in^re^tx^ feeMg; is 66trght 
the^ciondiiciltors' of 'fen^ Public Sdaii- 
nals ; and that those of inferior note 
or Goiu3e<|iiencet , , anxious to be !4^t, 
frequently insert gar|b}ed. accounts? 
obtained from per^ns wj^o h*ve 
little or no knowledge of the real 
&cts. 



' f • r ' . . ^ 



This has been the case in the 

1 

present instance ; several imperfect 



J J i 1 



mi . IHTHOPDCTION, 



accoonte have appeared in some 
Scotch newspapers, and very re- 
cently, the Aberdeen 
published a statement respecting the 
wreck of. iha Harlingen, and of 
the trefttment the master and crew 
received from me on that afflicting^ 
occasion. 



The paragraph was copied into 
the New Times (Wednesday, 26 
Sept,) ; but the editor, on my point- 
ii^g out the misrepresentations in the 
paledoniai) article, has, with his 
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TOYAGE 



TO 



DAVIS' STRAIT, 



IN THE TEARS 1836 and 1827. 



PART 1. 

SAILING OF THB DCNDBB PROU LONDON. — HBR 
ARRIVAL AT LBRWICK IN SHETLAND.— HBR 
DEPABTURK FROM THBNGE^ AND THE DIFFERENT 
TRANSACTIONS ON BOARD TO THE END OF JULY, 
1826.— TO WHICH IS ADDED AN ACCOUNT OF 
SOMR NEWLY DISCOVERED ISLANDS IN THE 
ARCTIC SEA^ BY THE AUTHOR, CAPT, DUNCAN, 
AND NOTICED IN THE ANNALS OF PHILOSOPHY. 

Having been employed for the last 
twenty years as a Master and Commander 
of Vessels in the Greenland Whale Fishery, 
and for the last eight years as Master of the 

B 
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ship Dundee^ (358 tons burthen) belonging 
to Messrs Gal^: & Son, merchants of 
London 9 it has fallen to tn;^ lot to make 
some discoveries of small islands (before 
unknown) in the Arctic sea ; and having in 
the coarse of my different voyages reached 

the high northern latitudjes^ 3js far as 82^ 

I. 

30^ I have experienced great dangers : but 
they sink, almost into nothing when com- 
pared with the perils and hardships I 
endured in the j^ears 1826 and 1827, and 
which will form the subject of the following 
pStges. ■' 

, In the Spring of the year 1826, I agreed 
with Messrs* Galb^ $qtN, to take a voyage 
to Davis' Striiit», as -Master of their Ship, 
the Dundee; and they having liberally 
furnished her ^ith ili^resv provi^onsi aqid 
every; thing requisite ; and havings engaged 
a» proper number of offieers . and ; omb^ oi^l 
the'3rd<if Afrilrwe dropttdawm ^becdver 
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iMid |)roc9ed6d' witb trarittble but tolei^dble 
fair weflthBr to the Shetland Islands. We 
eknte to anchor off Lerwick in seven fathom 
tirater on the lOth; here we staid several 
days, daring which I wa4 employed en- 
gaging soane . additional seamen for the 
voyage, to make the number of our crew 
complete. Which having effected^ our *ship^s 
company consisted of forty-eight* 

While I was on ; shore collecting the 
Shetland nd^n, the crew were veippjlpyod 
setting np the main rigging and .otbesi' 
necessary work, and on the 18th having 
every thing ready we hoisted the signal for 
a pilot, weighed antihor and with fa&r^ aaod 
propitidu9 breeds proceeded to the iwesAr 
ward tlnroiigh Yedil Soukid. The nest da;^ 
we discharged otir pilots Ronasufajead bear* 
ing S.S.E: distant 12 miles. From which, 
aAd the hapj^y shores rtf Btitainvl took my 
4»i»artttip«<«beiftf-iii^' kfttiindief W 82" Ni 
long. P 16'ir. 



It appears to m^ wimecessary, and that 
it would perhaps perplex and tire the 
generality 0^ my readers, the giving a daily 
stat^nent of .the conrses or winds ; I shall 
therefore inerely state the latitude and 
longitude on particular days, when we had 
opportunities of taking an observation and 

r 

$uch occurrMices as appear to be useful or 
mtemti.^, 

From the 18th April, until the 18th May, 
we.were employed in. the usual manner on 
lH>ard ship, and preparing our lines and 
other matters requisite to commence fishing 
for whales; on the 18th May we were in 
laUtude 60P 51' N., longitude 69^ r W. 
i^rMXiim {fer azhliutb five points W., and 
ifci^tHe first tiine in thk voyage saw a stream 
of i^r ^i^ patoed tsiro lai^ icebergs. 



u 



TMfay 19th, Latitude. 60^'8'vN. isaw two 
w]|^ale39 called all handft and. lowered away 
six boats after them. i : 



hoisted them up ahd ^1 the watch ; plyiiig 



• > . t, 



to N«E« among i^ireams of ic^. Saw a whal^; 
eatled all handu^ lowered away sk boats 
after her, btit they were obliged to^ i^ibtwrkf 
not being able to come up^ with her ; hoisted 
them up and set the wat£h« 

21st. Latitude 60°90f N. Re^hing to 
the N. E. among straggling ice. 

22nd. Latitude 60° 6&. Reaching to t^e 
Northward among straggling ice, plying to 
the E.N.K. along the pack edge. 

23rdt ^lywg^Wj ^c rSft^ward dpn^ ^ 

and lQ^9r^d aw^y^ ,$i;x;^bQ^t^;^^^^ 
shortly afterwards Michael Lee struck the 
fish ;^. she ran nine lines out. ^e took the 
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pactt. or large body of brokeh ice, and about 
10 A'* M., the harpoons drew, and to our 
great disappointnient we lost the whale : 
ei&jfloyed afterwards bawling in the lines 
upcm the ice« 

24th. Plying to Eastward along the ice, 
saw two or three whales; lowered the boats 
down, when Robert Ford got fast to a whale 
she took the ice, run out eight lines and 
died at the bottom of the sea. Three or 
four ships in sight. 

26th. The boats a long wny in the ice. 
The whale hung by the lines ; run almost 
two boats' lines over the ice to make fast to 
the lines at the fish, then took them to the 
cafpst^m; all hands employed heaving the 
lines in, on board. Several ships in sights 
also several fish. 

26th. Latitude 61° 43', longitude ei'^ 00' 



W. Biili iieavmg in tlie lioM UH ma liowb 
the whale Mongside ; layed h^r ijo ffktm and 
commenced fliiicluBg*^ finishedTflincbiag; 
cleared itway the^. deck$ ^ad 4iet the* waftf^ | 
ranging among iqe. Length off-the )|t3Hpv( 



11 feet 6 incheli. 



•i 

. . . i 



• ' » 



Plylttj^ td tvtodward^moiig loose ice ; taw 
one whale ; lowered away two boats after 
her ;> dodging in a hole of wtaterV surroniid- 
ed^witblce. Four sml in sight. ;> i. 






20th. Ranging about among straggling 
i«e ; calHeid (OU hands* and begaitltoui^ar 
a^5r Ibif -madking off > th'^b^ »bftiUbs]T9 j^ hxA 
three boats at times after whales. 



. .*. • 






On this day we had the misfortuBB to 
lose one of the Shetland men^ Bazil Gait, 
wbo 4epar|ed this life abebteigUt o'clock 

AM.— 



r S . ■ t 



I • A ' f 



..:/.« •> .-. i*\v,}'. 'U ' fi..i 



30th. Dodging about among ice ; by six 



^'ir/llmife^taiilL'iig off blbliber i glted for^- 
iioL cBMkM contoinirig iStjr l^tts; cleared 
away tlui^iecks and set the watch. At 
^ig^ A« M • committed poor Gait to the 
S^'f amidst tinoaia eiqpresrioiia of f^;re| 
of his brother tan for his loss. 

^^irt. Weha4teve*alddpim«gM, 

' Jnne 1st. Latitude 61"? a:^ N^ Piyin^ 
to windward aniong istreaniii of yon* No 
4Udl4i'ie4n. Fifteen sail in sight. 



•T-ff 'Ji i; \ i 



2iid Plying to windwaid, latter part 
^Bift^l^Ulkile of trat«r anumg heavj ice. 



^•"^M * myingio 'Edward among streanui 

" thr^ti^te^e62?>lf- First part t»lyi»g 
to windward among streams of ice ; lattec 
part to Northward. No whales seen. 



-f] 



away two boat:^ after her ;, shortly afterwards 
Jpl^ i'an^^r got , Jfatt. to her ; at iqerid^An 
killed her ,^ajQ<^ tpxWed hpr ajioog^ide,, I^^^]^. 
of the bone eleven feet seven inches. , 

6tb,. Qpv^fUff^ mi^ ,^i^isbed.4in<^fig| 
cleared away the decks and set the watdi \ 
xaijigjuigabput^mVJng^M, , , . . 






' . I • • 



■. tn 



7th. Latitude 62° 43! N. Called all haods 
iand began to make off the blubber. . 






pff the blabber ; filled thirty-three casks 
^epataining sixty-eight but^s.^ fjjf^edj a^ay 
the decks and set the watch;, plyiyp^vto 
windward in clear water, tacked ship occa- 

idth. Latitude 6F 60' N. %nningtothe 



ID 

ife^P^BxA ttottoftg Mr Agglmg ice y dod^feg; 
among ice ; saw one whale ; lowered away 
two boats after her, but the men were 
obliged to retnrn without attakiing ilj/eir 
obj^t ; hoisted up the boats. 






10th. Latitude 61^ 28'. Early in the 
morning ^saw one whale ; ealled alt hands; 
lowi^r^d aWAy sit boats aft^V her, but they 
were were again obliged to return and the 
boats to be hoisted up at midnight. 

12th. Latididle 1 61"^ 40^ N^ Bab^iig^t^ 
E.N.E. among cross ice. 

* T i J . # . - \ , ^ -. . . 

the EastwAt<d ht&aUg ie^^ isiid ' isif tdiWard# t6 
4he North Eakti 

" i-ittt. L'alititde 63° 00' N. Raiaging 4*60111 
among ice, reaching to the North East. 
One sail in sight. 



• ♦ • ' . . ; 
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9 

the E. among Iceitt' '' < .-c .-■-'•■..■' • •. ^ :r.-M;c'i' 
. lil^th,. RuiiJii^|S.N>£' : ■['-■. 

18th. Latit»(te 05^30' N. ; R^aching^ ta 
the £;9J3t South Etot among ie^? laileri fisMrt 
plying to vindwardamohg heaver ice« Thvm^ 
sail in sights » : , r . t »/ 

Jl9th. Mtitude 66^,0' N. Plying to 'the 
North East amoDg ice. At meridian saW 
Queea 'tAane'SiiCape, ; hearing B.S«E«v disK 
tance about fifty miles* 



* »« 



2(Hh» Latitude! e6^16'M; iRttnning to 
the North East. Four sail in sight. . > < ; r. 

21st* Ranging about among ice ; all the 
boats towingi the ship to. the. South E^st« 
This day about ten A.M. John Tullqck, 
another of our Shetland npien^ departed this 
life. 
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boats up ; reaching to, th|$:B«iNw£.^ -^ -* : . « i'^ 



28rd. Latitude 67° 1' N- Plying to #irid- 
ward among heavy ice. Committed the 
remains of poor Tullock to the deep. 
Mddle loidl^ of the day pl3ri'ng to 

t^Nprtj|i '^^i^^ 9leiir wwteirt* bat oblig^t 
to tack ship occasionally tcx ifiyoi^ «ih^ ice. • { 

North ^astafi^iong streams ofjc^t i^i^d ftft^r-^ 
w^rds: plyiiig to windward atnolig 
ic}eb?rg«;. ^ 



. s ■ • ' • •»• 



^i^^i^c rJIM^PP^^g Noftli Ea^t anumg several 

26th. Latitude 69P0(y N. Running to 
the ISTiqif^ E^^ Orirf 

sail in sight. ^ ^ ^ 



13 

Hffth. liWcin^' the fefet Of cfaf M^'to 
North East ailong the ice* ^ 

28th. Ranging about aniong ice. One 
sail in sight. 



• *. .' 



). 



I • J V 



I < ' « 



i i 



29th* Flyhig to wf nd#ard Aiiibiig a greatt 







number of ieebergs. Bxin tlkrongll 

Two ships in sight. ' ''^'' ' 



vSOth. Rtmning into the N<»rf h- fiast Bay ; 

*• ... »*• 

several ships in sight ; ice setting round 
very fast ; faiilened the ship to all icfeber^g. 
Peter Slater and John Thompson, who lfiiii:a 
been both wrecked in the early part of the 
season, ia the €icer(^v^^I^tdlV1^i^as'k.^, 
Master, came on board our ship fnSiH {ii4'^ 
William, of Hull. 



• ^^ > 



July 1st'. ' Bdseti %ttWnf^ '^ f6fer SfevWraT 
vessels in sight. .f;i.u -' u«? 
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farther in shore ; made fast to another^ toc^ 
berg aground. 



* ' 



3rd. Remained fast to the berg, sur- 
rounded with ice ; in the latter part of the 
day the ice opened. Let go from the ice 9 
s£U hai^ds* employed towing and warjping* 
SiBveral ships in company.' ■ ' ^ ' V 

4tlk. All hands employed towhig tUe' i^fp 
to the North East. 

' fith. Latitude 71^ 20' N. All hands entf- 
ployed towing to the North East alotig th* 
ikiik ; set bur studding sails runtaing to the 
North East. At meridian abreast of Bladk 
Hook, 



•t. 



' feth.^ iftuBning to the Ndrth East iri 
iEasi land writer. At four h6v6 ilie »hl^ tbb, 
not being able to proceed any further 'rar 



ice. 



1$ 

7tk. Employed frying iti: towardii'ihe 
land. Woman'^s Island bearing S.E;^ ' drnt 
tance about thirty miles. Forty-four^ ships 
in sight. 

8th, Plying towards the land. 



• ■ V. ■ 



9th, Latitude 72° 16' N. Plying to win^r 
ward among straggling ice. Dark IJe^d 
bearing South, distance about fifteen miles. 
Thirty-fQwr ships in sighj;. , 



» > ,' 



i • >. I 



10th. Running to the North East among 
fl^oes of ice ; middle part made fast to the 
ice ; and in the latter part, plying to the 
North East among heavy ice . Several ships 
in sight. 

11th. At four A. M. saw the Froo Islands 
bearing about Egst, distant twejo^ty miles. 
All boats ^jfBfloj^ towing ship to the Nort^ 

' - ' ■ • ' •" . ' >''i i-. ii \'. ^ ■ Oft 



>» 
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12th. Rimning^ to the North East among^ 
the islands, and dodging under an island 
forshelter. 

13th. Made fast to a floe of ice, having 
very little room. All hands emplojed 
towing the ship to a small iceberg ; latter 
part, lying made fast to the berg. Several 
i^hips in sight. 

14th. Cast off from the ice and tamed 
into a hole of water to the Westward ; latter 
part^ lying made fast to a floe of ice. 
Berry's Island bearing N. E., distant one 
mile. . . 

l6th. Dodging in a hole of water aur*: 
rounded with ice. 

16th. Dodging among floes of ice. All- 
hands towing. the ship in shore, and aft^>*. 
wards made fast to an iceberg agroimd^ 
Several ships in sight. 



17-; 

18th, Carpenter overhauling rpiiQti^iijyif^i 
ship. 

19th. Ljringv nwde &st ; veary little* Water* ^ 
to be seen any way from tlip:finaisk b^i^^-^ 
Several ships in Mghjt. ^ :, -. ^ itug 

.i»iLL;a ill af}hh 
20th. Latitude 73^ 6' N. Lying as before. 

Several sbipf in «i^^ ^^^^-^ T^> ^^^0 if^^l 

21st. Lyij%, ^made &W taimnsdcebergf^q 
could not procteed^ any^ furthafri ^dp* ice^S 
Several ships in sight. Carpenter emplo3adiirn 
making a sprit-sail yard, having sprung the 
old one against the ice^ ^^ -lil' << livZl 

23rd. Called all hands ; run to the North 
mt ambiig^a gi^^l ^MfeiSi^^m&rgi^ k^^d 
floes, Foiirteen1^aif1rfi^%h«l^ W^i "^W^ 
dodging in a hole of ^at^i- ItAotiha^ell ^M"" 

c 



- • . * ■ • 

24th. Hove too on account of the ice. 
Made the ship fast' to a small iceberg lying 
aground^ cl^se under the le^ of an island. 

■ 

25th. Let go from the ice ; reached in 
shor6> ice closing in very fast ; made fiast 
again '''to another bei^. Fourteen sail in 
sight. 

26th. Lying, made fast to the ice : no 
passage to the Northward. Fourteen sail 
in sight. 

27th At midnight let go from the ice, and 
towed three or four miles further to the 
Northward. 

28th. At midnight towed further in shore 
and made fast to an iceberg, there being no 
appearance of a passage to the North East 
on account of the ice. Twenty-two sail in 
sight. 
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29th. and 30th, iying, made fast to the 
ice. 

31st, Cast loose from the ice and pro- 
ceeded to the Northward. Several ships in 
sight. 



•a-. 



Having gone through my journal of 
transactions to the end of July, I beg leave 
by way of conclusion to this part to insert a 
copy of a letter which will be found in page 
379 of the Annals of Philosophy, (new 
series) No. 35, November, 1823. Printed in 
Numbers, by C. Baldwin, New Bridge 
Street ; for Baldwin, Craddock and Joy, 
Paternoster Row. 



"Article XI .'V 

" Notice of some newly discovered Islands in 
the Arctic Sea^ by Captain Duncan, commu^ 
nicaied in a letter from L. Edmxmston^ JSsq.*' 
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^^ To the Editor of the Annals of Philosophy J"^ 

Zetland, Balta Sound, Sept. 12th 1823- 

" Sir,'' 

^* The public attention has been recently 
so much directed to Arctic discoveries^ that I 
flatter myself the folloioing communication vnay 
be a4:ceptable to your Journal. ' ' 

*' The Greenland ship^ Dundee^ of London^ 

arriv^ here on the tOth. instant, and her 

very enterprising Commander- ^ Capt. Duncccn^ 

obligingly furnished me with the following in-^ 

formation^ which is contained almost verbatim 

in his diary. Sept. 2nd. in latitude about 66^ 

40' longitude 24°8|0' TV. foggy weather^ and JEast 

wiuds( latter part of the day clearer) bloiving very 

fresh. Ship running in North West totvards the 

land. At 9 A.M. got ivithin two miles of a small 

Island^ bearing North West, which 1 named 

Sayers Island, after theMaster cfthe Harmony^ 

of Hull, then in company ; the main land 

running about N.N.R and S.S,W., distant 
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cbbout fourteen miles.. The nearest headland an 
it in rights bearing JVorth^ I named Cape 
Despair^ distant six leagues; Cape Barclay 

of Scoreshy^s charts bore North East and by 

t, • 

JEast, distance fifty miles ; and the most South' 
em head-land on the main^ bore West and by 
Southy distance sixty miles; this I named 
Duncansby Head. All the main land seen 
from the ship between this point and Cape 
Barclay y 1 named Gales* Landj in compliment 
to my owners. About ten miles S.JE.from Dun* 
camby Mead there is a low fiat Island^ tvhich 
I tenm4 Mobisoii^s Island^ after the ship's 
Tis^naging Agents Here $ffe lay too hoping to 
see fishy but fell in with none; and the sea 
Slotting in heavy towards the land^ and the vHnd' 
blowing freshy we stood off to the South. 

At noon latitude observed 6&^ 41\ longitude- 
24P 3(y W. by the bearings of Cape JBarcldy ; 
sounded in 100 fathoms water^ rocky bottom. 
Saw all this^ new land for twenfyfour hot^s ; 
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the Harmony^ of Hull^ in company all the 
time^ but the gale and sea prevented any 
attempts at landings Had intended prosecuting 
investigation further Southward^ hut the late^ 
ness of the season^ and the unfortunate accident 
of being beset nearly two months this summer^ 
made all thoughts of such a view imprudent. 

Gales Landy Capt. Duncan states^ resembles 
in general appearance the South side of Scores^ 
by^s Sound. It is viry high and precipitous quite 
to tJie sea shore; the mountains running in 
ridges South East and North Westj hd their 
peaks are not so prominent or conical as in- 
Scoresby's Sounds The North sides of the 
mountains were snowy ^ the South green^ with 
the. exception of a very deep inlet ^ South from 
Robison^s Island; the coast was little in^ 
dented.^ ^ 






Ji - - .. . 

Capt. Duncan, was at one time within.six #r 

seven miles of the main landy about forty miles 

» 



«ik 



*. * •• 
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North from Rohisons Island^ which was 
considerably verdant^ very flat\ and a^pparently 
about ten miles long, and Jive broad.'* 

« 
• « 

# ■ 

^^ SayeP s Island is rocky and barren, about 
half a mile long and one quarter broad. '\ 

** There was little fast and not much drift 
ice to be inet with ; a good deal of drift timber 
was observed floating, and several icebergs^ 
grounded along the shore. The current was 
setting without intefruption during the twenty* 
four hofurs that the two vessels were in that 
quarter^ South and by West^ at the rate of 
one and a half mile ^ per hour. There was no 

» 

inset or offset of the tides observed. No whales 

were seen ^ and few ^seals of birds y except 

' ■ '. ■ ■'■■'* -' -' ri'. 

Kittawakesy these were abundant. JVoMppear'^ 

anee of natives. . The weather was very sle^^ 
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^^^Gdles Land therefore seems to form the 
imaginary line of eoast laid down in Scaresby*s 



.ti^ 



t I 

« « 
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charts published in his recent * Journal of 
Discoveries in the Arctic Regions^^ extending 
frftm Cape Barclay^ in the Norths to Ollumr 
longni Frith^ an the South ; and the istcmd 
laid down there North of this Frithy would 
seem to be what Copt. Duncan has termed 
Robisons Island ; it lies in about 67^ latitude^ 
25^ longitude. He was at one time of the day 
within five miles of it. In the years 1821 and 
1822^ he had coasted almost all the Land dc 
scribed by Scoresby^ North of Cape Barclay . 
^nd was as far as forty miles up Scoresby*s 
Sounds and he bears testimony to the accuracy 
of that intelligent Navigator.'' 

^* Jameson's Land he believes to be an 
Island.^' 

*^ This voyage which reflects so much credit, 
an the enterprise and skill of Capt. Duncan^ 
promises to be highly interesting to Arctic 
Geography ; and may throw light on the fate 
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of ^he lost colonies of Greenland ; for it is 
highly probable that in Gales Land^ rather 
than any where else^ they may be sought for 
with some chance of success. From Capt, 
Duncan! s description^ neither the climate or 
the land seems to be inhospitable or inaccessible^ 
if visited at a favorable period of the year. '' 

1 am Sir^ ' 

Your obedient Servant^ 

Lawrence Edmonston. 
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PART II. 

JOURNAL CONTINUED THROUGH AUGUST, SBPTBM- 
BER AND OCTOBER, CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT 
OF THE WRECK OP THE HARLINGEN, OP HAR- 
LINGEN. — OF THE CAPTAIN AND CREW COMING 
OVER THE ICE ON BOARD THE DUNDEE, AND 
THEIR BEING HOSPITABLY RECEIVED AND 
ENTERTAINED BY CAPT. DUNCAN FOR SIX 
WEEKS. — THEIR DEPARTURE WITH BOATS, 
DRAGGING THEM OVER THE ICE IN HOPES OP 
GETTING INTO A LANE OF WATER, AND THERE- 
BY REACHING A DANISH SETTLEMENT, SSK^ 
MILES DISTANT. 



i€ 



111 fares the bark with trembling wretches charg'd. 

That, toss'd amid the floating fragments, moors 

Beneath the shelter of an icy isle. 

While night overwhelms the sea, and horror looks 

More horrible." 

Thompson* 



August 1st. Made fast to lan icebepg; 
could not proceed any further Norlhwi^ird . 



•*• -^ 
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for ice ; saw one of the Duck Islands, bear- 
ing East. 

2nd. Ice closing very fast ; let go from 
the berg, and drifted away with the loose 
ice; fell in with the Harlingen, of Har- 
lingen, Captain Hockstra; unshipped the 
rudder to prevent its being injured by ice. 

3rd. Ice beginning to slacken ; shipped 
the rudder ; set all sail possible, and bored 
the ship through the ice into a small hole of 
Water, to the N.N.W. ; latter part plying 
to windward and at times laying too, Har- 
lingen in company. 

4th. Dodging in a hole of water among 
heavy ice. 

5th. Dodging about among heavy ice. 
Two sail in company. 



\ 
^ 
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6lh. Latitude 73° 28^ N, Run to the 
South West among a great quantity of 
loose ice, there being no appearance of a 
passage through to the North West at pre- 
sent. Harlingen still in company. 

7th. Running to the Westward among^ 
loose ice. One sail (a stranger) in sight. 
Harlingen still in company, 

8th. Latitude 72° 54', longitude 64° W. 
This day we fell in with the Ariel, of Hull, 
Capt. Watsou, who informed us that he 
had been as far to the Southward as 71° 00% 
and no appearance of any passage through 
to the Westward, that he had seen several 
vessels and they were all running further tp 
the Southward ; so we agreed to accompany 
the Ariel and Ha^-lingen. and return back 
a^ain in hopes of procuring a Northerly 

• ■ . -, 

passage towards t^,,,Wt^| Land, as the 

. ..: ....I '1.-. 



f-.. • :. 
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wind had prevailed a little time from the 
South East. 

9th. Reaching to the Eastward among a 
great quantity of loose ice, running to the 
N.N.E. Ariel and Harlingen in company. 

lOth. Latitude 73P N., longitude 63° W. 
Boring through a loose pack of ice to the 
Northward. Ariel and Harlingen in com- 
pany. 

11th. Boring to the North East among a 
great quantity of loose ice. Dundee andl* 
Harlingen made fast to a small flo^ of ice^ 
finding it impossible to get any further. 
Ariel beset about a mile from us. 



\ 



y \ ; 






12.th Ice coming down fi-om the North- 
ward at a tremendous rate ; unshipped the 
rudder, and slacked round to the lee side oSf 
the floe. Ariel still lying beset ; Harlingea 
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made fast beside us. At this time there were 
a great many icebergs around us. 

13th. Shipped the rudder, and reached 
the ship into a small hole of water ; ice 
closing very fast ; made the ship fast to an 
iceberg. Harlingen in company ; the Ariel 
lying beset with ice, about six miles fromi 
us. 

14th. Endeavouring to warp to the 
Southward ; lying close beset among heavy 
iBoes of ice and icebergs . Watch employed 
sawing ice and unshipping the rudder^ 
Harlingen in company* 

15th. Lying close beset among heavy 
floes of ice. 

16th. Latitude 73^, longitude 63P. AH 
hands employed sawing the ice all round 
the ship, in. order to form a dock for her. 
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Harlingen ia company. The immense labour 
and fatigue attending this operation may be 
easily imagined, when it is considered that 
the ice was full seven feet in thickness, and 
nearly as hard as granite. The crew of the 
Harlingen also endeavoured to saw a dock 
in like manner, but the floe was so thick 
and heavy, they could not succeed. 

17th. Latitude 73^, longitude 61°. Lying 
close beset. 

* 

18th. Warped the ship to the Westward ; 
close beset with ice. Three sail in sight, 

lOth. Close beset among heavy iee. 
Three sails in sight. No water seen from 
the mast-head. 

20th. Latitude 73° 39'. Lying beset ; no 
water to be seen anyway. Harlingen in 
company. 
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31&t. All hand^eiQLploycyl warding |.0(UMi 
Nprth.West. ,HarUi)g«n jn (comp^uoiy . . • ,., 

32qd.i Called all .hands»,^4. .b^gflfi f^a 
8aw,a .dock into the ice.. Ship ly^gib^se^ 
among floes, the ice running very fast ; pur 
ship in great danger. ' '" ' 

23rd. Lyinff close beset ; all hands em- 
ployed sawing the ice. And here I have to 
relate the afflicting loss of our companion 
the Harlingen. About two A.M. I obserVeii 
the Harlingen's ensign hoisted in distress, 
and sent a party of our men oVer the ice to 
their assistance; but before they got a 
ship's length, the Harlingen fell on her 
broadside, occasioned by two large noes of 
ice meeting together. "" The people, 6)rty-sii 
in number, came on board the Dundee, and 
wei^e aiVreaAfl^a^'dltiliafy rfe'c^iv^ ti^iiiy- 
self 'and 'buf •WK)iy'^6i'6V; khd' 'tffeafed'iif 
evJ^if/ r^sp^ aW ^^Mt^h pe6plk "Ci(pta[hi 
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Hockstra, his son, and iiepHeiWi chief mate, 
surgeon, and a Boy shared the cabin "with 
me. The Harlingen was an entire wreck, 
and the accident so* very sudden^ that 'flie 
men could save but very little even of their 
Clothes. 

24th. Our ship lyings for the present, 

safe in the dock we had made in the ice ; 

■ - ■ • ' ■ i\ 'I ' ■ . 

our whole attention was given to the wreck, 
to get every thing that was possible from 
her; but part of the vessel being under 
water, the carpenters were employed cutting 
away the deck, in hopes of getting at some 
of the provisions, but it proved useless. 

Saw one whale this day, but it disappeared 

• ■ * ' * ^ ■ ■ • . . ' •■?.'*/■' 

immediately afterwsurds. 

25th. Wi^tch employ^ sawing i}\e ice ; 
and both ship's coii[ipaii|es, endeavouring to 
save what they could from the wreck, which 
was still lying under water. 
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26th. Latitude 79P W N. Lying bUoA^ bertl 
apAong floes of ice ; part of the {MMple^ «ili- 
ploy^ at tjbe wrreck ; the rest tawipg stiU 
further into ]kl|e ice, 

27th. Latitude 74"" r. Finished our dock, 
after sawing five hundred feet into the ice. 
Put the Dutchmen on the same 'allowance 
as the English. Saw the Devil's ,Tliiiiab, 
bearing E. S, B., distance . about ttiirty-six 
miles. 



t '* •. 



The making a dock is thus perfcnrmed. 
The floe of ice is on its edge, sawed inwamls 
in a triangular form, of a greater length and 
width than the ship, and, then by various 
cross cuts, the whole of the ice is forced out 
and forms the dock ; and thereby sufficient 
room is made to recdve the ship and let her 
float therdn, preventing the pressure of the 
floes on the ship, and all immediate danger 
from the approach of icebergs. This hercu- 
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sixteen feet long. 



*. * : . 



28th. Bay ice making very ^fast ; *p<dople 
employed at the wreck. 



iH'.'^ Tfrn fv ul«'*ri;''? * •■ ^ '••" ^'^^ ' rr^'< 
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29tlt. ^Latkilde 78^ 6^, longitude 62Pa(y. 
Biry^c^ making very fast'; employed afe the 
wrecks got some sails and a fcfw broken sparsu 
No water to b^ seen; from the^ mast-head. ' 

30th. People employed trying to heave 
theiWKcfa upright^' in hopes ofi'mmng i^bme 
of the^ pix>vi«ionsv teit^ ail tilefreHopti^^: wiib 
ins vainr^ bf^eiking the fibay ieb rdnfidionr 
own^ipi' , ?•* {**f 

8i»t. Tlberi^ftslb J^was^ ndw ^tfeiy^ mkk^e ; 
watch Miplo^fed breaking the ice round the 
iKhip; put «11 haild«<^i)ii«hort allowance; 
veryUttle Water seen from the mast-head; 
Bome of ^ the iuoids temiUcived^ at the wreck 
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«HlMkvD«riBg to- g«t' «t i««nte' kiF' tha'^prO' 
visions. . ntbuuii '*.U 

. September Ist. £inpk>ye4 At tlie Wrefekf 
and fired one rocket down the mAiar^fiUtt^lif? 
way 5 in hopes of blowing the' decksi ifjp ; 
employed breaking th^ bay ice ibukillf fti^ 
ahip; procured from the ship ^iMk0d1ciili& 
cask of porky a fore^stay and twd ^ai^j '^ " 



■, .. '.- ■ r- ' . ^ *»•-■ ■ 



2nd. Latitude 73^ 4&, longitnae a\x>ttt ft2?* 
40^ People employed breaking the bay ice ; 
others >aAithq*iiicpeck'^^' Velry 'tittle ^ater'bi^n 
from^tbe masrti^head^? ho^ th^^hip doVJkl \o 
the raciith- of the * dock. ' TbertfidirMSt^ 12f* 
below zero. »i^i ^*'* *^* **^' '^*'*/ 

4th. People employed bt^kfti^ ba^ Ifcfe. 



i .'! •! 
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^ 6lh. Lying close bes6t. ' » . 

6th. Close beset, tracking the wreck 
towards the ship. 
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7lh; ( ^ A((>1Juotm.tr90killg. th» Mireck towAiids 
the Dundee. 



JDlcyi^g/^tb^ s^ils fbalon^ag ^ toutke/ wreck ; 
about ,.«s(^yeii«iy. l^v, goArtke wre6k: round to 
t^ ]^^il4ee;, rigged piirchai$eft'intexpeettttloni 
of jhieitying )^er .up, jbutiilhe doe « kept tao fivm 
a hold. o| hf^, f#(«id ibafflad.ail obi; endea- 
vours ; veify little water seen from the.mast- 

^f€i9|if j.tp^fflr#t«rr §W»I f;r&»itheOTasl*he»4*S 
tance about sixty miles. ^i'*^ </« ' ^<i 



A . ^- . . » r f 



llthv Lf^^ud^ Cr4° 9^i:N^ ,i laying close 
beset ^ surrounded by icebergs and heavy 
ice; employed at J^^^cednjr ptft f^ater s^n 
from the mast-head/ 
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iSth. Ltttlttide 74^^. N» «ii1fer til be 



seen. 



:'»• *ii *,'.{.' * 
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t8th> At three A. M. cftlled Idli haddi ; 
b^ttU to tow further ihtd< the- ioei^iitiife 
j^isnte being very heavy ; breakitig th& 
fbna iff tiifleretit dfarleoUods'; the: iMp -ilj^^ 
reiitly id greit dan^r. /< •;' ..< 



. I 



14th. ktad ISIh. Saw tHeUtiti jbiMriitg as 
before, but at a greater dii»Vaw6b. ' , 



• t 



^6ih. Lyfbg close l)dB^t ; ttd tvbter ^Heteii 
froM the n^t-head; the Db^Vb TKttMb 
birring S.S.E. dlstaht Abbtti fitly imleiJ 



I 



IZth. Still lying in the same manner ; no 
wlitbi-tOb^itera^ . 



1 1 



I8th. Latilutfe 74^9'; Frost v^tt Severe ; 
no water to be seen from the nUiilt-heiid; 
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imh. lAtkttde 74P dl^ longitiide 61?. 
Ljruig beiei Iry" an iniiaaieiiie body of fee all 
aroHud ; the DetviPs Thumb bearing S. E. by 
E.4 distanee abont fifty nul€»v\ AH bw»ds 
on short allowance. 



'■ II 



-aotbi 'i Sawii fewsoiall holes of wator to 
theSlW. 

21st. Lying still clo^ beset. < ' a 

22nd. Latitude 74<' 91 N. Still close 
beset ; sunk H snlall* cask df powdeip Iti the 
wreck, and blew up 'part of her diecks; 

' . ■ > 

4 . . . i • . - • 

23rd. Latitude 74t^ dOl, longitttde 63^ 5'. 
About ;^iif^P/«t tf*y% T^avy preStfflfe, 
the ice run over the top oi die :Wf )Bfck.' Orft 
ship appar^tly in Tery great danger ; every 
thing on deck in readiness, ifaicasebf any 
accident happening to our ship. 
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,^4^<^tt)Hi Weirt'-up pact.ofttlie,i1l»eck witb 
glVrBQW^ lH;i(.a(Mliiin!|in«vtsifM««p|iear«dl 
^r]qQ^(^4 ^y * • bwntier. . of .io9 ^ VMTf 
iUr^€^^.,f^i4, no potter, 4o be saw finnNMl 
the mast-head. ....- ...-7 /,ij. vni*4"t^ni* 

„i2f(A, .JUlUod^ SMPjief^BLv (rwf!tp«l»y 
weiglk^ f^ ftaj warn. Ihfee. ponpdi^\<^ 

Water* v^-ij. 'i-rfi-**** 

, i^^fft:, J|«*jit|Mie3^Jif N, .8101 no wmter 

^^^, ,M|ti |aiieil«ifefi4? 

30^ W. Severe frost ; no water to be- BMB 
in any direction. A|^pennuMes Teiy alum- 
iag. fnd t^ pe^l^,.Hirr^gBiro preparii^ boaU 
to leave tl^ sbj^Ei. . in^ ca^ oC^Mj> accidtaait 
baiifienm^ to j^ . ., n 

i..t-j t ..... ».»t -.'i'/ 

2Slb. Latitwle 74P 1^. Saw a Ihtle 
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Kwtt? very 'teW^, 'aha 'our sliip' fWiM'te 

flttcii Had' ti6 'posnamty '•- ai 'Hhi« 'iiiHU' 'Si 

making any ][Mrogress. Iwt-jaxjni mi i 



y •iothi.' 'Latilffid^'Mi^ TT:' WatW i^l^in 

l^^^'pitin^ intb^ffV^^^q^^tiif ^'^ 
ice that surrounded* Us. '^^ " 



m 



sight to the ^MW'&Ml^ltiiWal^'-^^at 

• ■ • 

we were for several days tortured with a 
View bf rtltef, tett Sii^Ss^tf^ltf^^^^ 

sttilJ eontliWieA td'W^seitf; Abst very 
severe; ice completely tfozeW fogetller '; 
every thing had a most awful appearance. 
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2iid; aad SrA. No alteiratioiiiin Uni^tMiii ** 

4th. Latitade 73P 69^ N« . The ice sOU} 
continuing in the • «aine st^ttey aad «tiie;* 
Datchmen being fully convinced4hat then); 
was no possibility of getting up their ahipy.s 
and but little probability of obtaining {^t) vi- 
sions from her of any consequence ;r aini tbdre 
being every prospect of our ship reniaiiiiiig; 
rrozen up during the winter ^ and as our stock - 
of provisions was totally inadequate to the 
support of both ships companies, these urndfiMr-* 
tunate men, actuated by an independent spirJk 
and from feelings highly honorable, held fre- 
quent consultations aniong themselves, hQ# 
they might relieve us from the diarge of 
their support, which we had no means of 

I r 

continuing much longer ; and proposed to 
take their departure with boats over the Ice, 
till they could get into some water ; by 
which means they hoped to reach a Danish 
settlement, called Leevly, a. distance of 
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afooht ttiFCie kundhraAaiid fwty Aailelb. Thfif 
soon communicated to us their intention;,' 
and the necessary arrangemeats wens made 
for co&iiiieacing.th6ii\iha2Mdoi|S eiit^icprvz^ 
thet aexl.id^j^/ui ^Th^riUpmeti^i? 40n :l?fll9W^ ! 

half vQf bi5e?4i. rftP<i*fi»?5f :M ^M'^^fm^t 

ala© tbre«.c^8^,of pp|ift|,,»p^^^ .'^^ft^';^..^ 
spirits,, fft^.j^a^lj:^^, thej^ ;%%,J?PM^ ?. ,«?|^ 

I^ftvwg t^ ,\ifVM^ Iji^^ all r^tury^Ato oui^ 

mor9hi£,they airain proceeded, accoikipai^ed 
by our, people to assist them, as .TOtore. 

. 6th. , The Dutchpien> asatisted by soine of 
our people, employed laiinching ttie boats 
over the ice, towards a lane of water to me 
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^^^^, l^bein^^l qot 9Jf the. |<», X;>ii^ of |Im* 
%^^ M^h ^^M^^^^^J^i bA^ lifter ^inmcji?, 

sight from the mast-head ; every pw5«NK)-fi|b 
short allowance. 

||B^4 iO?A''?«|?fi^^}^^l!t f<iiftr,9. Mi^h^4ii% 

^Jjf^aK Al!!fil¥fe^y«SairWhtf|hj«*V9 :W.ihiQpeii|r 
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yet, ^lldi^»tti^^1fib#'"ii^if4r^*^^'a^* 
arrired, the scene was truly distressing; 
littd it'^i^l^Md^ thlir^cif-^ijH^U 'ti^p 

ta^^k -^^m^ v^^m' ift^p Muk ' 'Mi* 

every >}ndi4fayal<>^s gmi^fiXe^ihd'iy^^ 

From the time the Dutchmen came on 
ImiAi^i^ c^Mlant Me^viiV^^M'n^to 
get' ^>im ^h««Sb] Jhtlll^indiff^'^tl^iK^ kS"^ 

down rMt«f» «M»'«l»4^»i^»a^ple^M^f'^ 
deoks) #itli ^ti<iip6W&^nW^ifA'^^§ 6f^ 
prtfiridi^ffs ? 'j^t^iitt'lfhis <^^^eH^m^ SSi$^ 
pointed, not being abl^'^d^iVMtfWii^tf^ 
of consequence, except a number of old 
blafcbei* cwks^i *u«»^V^'^fl^e*'Uei'^"^S V 
ofJ4he4WtmUt'^rti)teintef'*yiHgft^nJ-*fe 



«^ . t«ui< lb*fl«Af:«d *jo tj>e vrack : Wl iil 

,«.«.««.« o>^, >*« Bud have faaea re^acad'til 
/*/ ««AMi<l«( wv:<;««ty of iMmiB^ oar «nt 

9,-1' <»*** fU^ii; ttiul tba» have faecovl 

' 1 if^ '</#>"'' I'M* Hi^KJBtt the inrj offtf*! 

ft<' tnh'i', 'II fb^ waves. Many <li-^l 

j.i ,Y/«.'<f 'f'<Mif<-i, htiil on several occaakmil 
f</.(t < iir fthtrh Mmt «V0ry thing prepuiet) to ] 

H|ir i.Miil(l iHhHp\^ liMliiH wrMf^ked «]«q j pim- 
Hi'iil'uly «" l"'lHti: vlultHl, ua the 2%^«il^ 
HiU MtHl)ill>HlllMI. tiiMlllie Ut.of OctQb«h 

oil, I MiH 1. M , l,M»^i(mU- 6i* 




* water to be seen. 9e&fle «nplo;^ed MOTCr* 

■ ing the quarter deck over -with' ftaild,' to 

I keep ibe frost from penetrating through 

' the decks ; put the people on the- seanty 

alkvwance at ^he rate of two ponnds 'of 

bread for seren days, with a ' similar 'quanf 

tily of beef and pork. Thermometer S° 

below aero; ■ i 

10th. Frost very severe rAmhingiatt 
possible preparations for tlie approaching 
winter.' ' " ' ■ '■itf-'*"--' -'iu^^'- 

■■•.:-■ • : ■ ■■' i/'7 ,■;.- : . : (■■I'w Mi 

nth. XatitUde TS^ WT'N. ' *td« *«^ 
severe; no^ntt^se^ frdlii%ht< maHt-lttfitd'; 
the people employed ghit^HAg 'ttttd tbfe 
wreck. ' ■■''■'''■■ ■-(■■> ■ ■' < -" ,if.!-i»(i 

I -a .\t i^.^.ir\ ■■Mi hUiX * iiUl-iJ^jK-- >» .11*^ 

aw a good deal of water to llie South West, 

t no possibility of s^'lliiig into it. 
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laat otoO '- oui^ : stock i •vf •ftiel/r iMmsll-oiirast 

]dj»»«»fii«!<iroQdvaiLthe maaUyymtdtt sffn*} 
ItejttluiC llMifaM^gricl >t4i the< tMrQckt>MMi fik 
iMudhiilofigifcfefoiM *lMc«riilt«ir<W(mlffe'iin[l#ft 
pMMdt>vcvv»re Hinit hwnii4)«Ht<radiicMr«fd 
like •dfecadiU ddcesArp^ of» tenliiif^ oinr 9pk 
majtUj yards, and every thiag oOaibaBtiUK 
«|>Dve: itbe de(^ ; ftqd thits bave iyecome 
KQd;a}l]jr^efeiiceless agaiast the iflkry :of i |lie 
i^i; Uiei ^nds^t : or tke waves^ t Many m^j^ 
.w^Ue thie HoUaipders were with its^ i«9^ilSiii^ 
in great danger, and on sevefai occaaioni; 
gb#4 PHr»}HMi^.ifn4. evj^y 4bing inrepj^necj to 
:i^im-4^1^rfihipi#]Mn)pqg it n^vtounpaimftbl^ 
.f^ fl^ffld «i^Kp^/jbeiqg. Wfq«ked aM9 » pafr 
ticnlarly as before siated^ oa the 23rd. aflfd 
27t]i. of S^leoQiber, and the 1st. of October. 

9th. Latitude 7^, longitude 62° 30' 
Lying completely frozen iip'in the ice. No 
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water ^to bet;Men; ;fPe6f le* eiliplojfied ailMer-* 
iHg the > MfaMtef^ de«k' ^er' "^ with'"' teilirf,> ^ . id 
1^^ ^e ' frQ«t i^om^ ^{^netratin^ 4%roii^h 
ihe decks ; put the people in .lhe«.AiaiU:|r 
aUtafiiralloe at l^he^ rale 0f « two pdundsi « >«€ 
bread for sereR days; witk a ^4siiiiUar >q«ailf 
tity of beef .and pork. Theitmometer ft? 



below iero; 
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<*10ith. Frost very sever^^ 'AyikMgviiil 
possible preparations for the apprio^chin^ 

illfc lAtitttde 73^«e^'N.*ftd«< i^ 
tfbirei^ ; no watei^ secitl • from %hd ^ iti«i§t-h«^^; 
the people employed girappHAg itrtO tlife 
Wreck. ■ ■- ' '- ■-■-••'»'■* 

Kth. Latittrtife78Pe5*J ' FH>»t Vfery jfev^ti^^, 
saw a good deal of water to 4he Sooth West, 
but no possibility of getting into it. 
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to the ^uth.West, but no 

getting towards it, the sl^ip being completely 
J. - „ .» ii:.: , ill f.roTT ntiJhlsiji 

frozen last. Built a i^hII plaoe of conve- 

nienoe on the ice, for the people, tp keep 

the puiMnce from the ship. 

14th. Frost very severe; e:Fappled ont 
df'rtiewMck, '^eviefrainhin 1)lm)Ber *ca^^ 
<Hiifc» arirf^e^d Vet^^Ml fiJi^*^?^o<^.^^ *^ 

to the South Eastward from us. distktt^ 
about seventy miles. 

16th. Latitude 73° 54' N. Grapple*'* 
few empty blubber casks from the. wreck, 

17th. Latitude^ ^ ^1* «8*/«*«iPt%il^'i^fel^ 
severe ; thermometer r4° below zero. This 



t\ 



%9 

ibeii turned tnem bottom upwards a little 
aistaii6e from the ship. ._ ., ^ 

^ 18th. and IfiRlh. Thermometer 10°. below 
zero ; ioe ranging about a little* 

graf^Iing for wood, or any thing else they 

2l8t. The weather and thermometer the 

!^nd. The weather and th»aio0}e|lit<ilM 
Muae. nothing to be seen from the mast- 
l|^^l>q|#ifliiam«9e ^fsrmh^i&A ibKI 
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28rd. latitude 73^ 37' N. About seven 
P^ M . fired at a fox frcMB the ship; the 
musket bursted and shattered Robert Ford's 
hand in a most desperate manner, too 
shocking to describe. By the constant care 
and attention of the. surgeon, this man's 
wounds were healed; and I have great 
pleasure in stating, tltat I have lately pro- 
oured a small pension for him from the 
Mercbunt-seamen's Society. 

24th. Nothing particular happened ex. 
cept our b^ng occasionally visited by the 
foxes. 

26th. No alteration in the ^ireatber or 
thermometer. People employed grapj^iiVg; 
procured from the wreck a few empty casks 
Ibr^e^wood. 



iti. 



26th. Completely firQzea .^p. Nb^Jboog 
but ice to be seen. 
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27th. Nothing to be seen but a complete 
barrier of ice. At this time we had about 
sixteen hours of night. 

28th and 29th. No alteration for the 
better^ frost very severe. At times visited 
by foxes. 

80th. Latitude 73^ 2r N. Nothing to be 
seen but an extended barrier of ice« 

Slst. Frost very severe. Thermometer 
13P below zero. 

Having stated that the last time we saw 
the Ariel 9 viz. 14th August, beset about six 
miles from us, it may be satisfactory to the 
reader to be informed, that she had the 
good fortune to escape the ice, and got safe 
to Hull before the most severe part of the 
winter had set in. 



5^ 

There is I am convinoed, liopatt of ""tile 
duty of a commander whfch he performfek 
with greater reluctance, than abridging his 
crew of part of their daily allowance of food. 
As soon as it became prob&ble that" ^'We 
should be compelled to pass the Wtntisfl* 
among ice, almost beyohd a hop^^ttf liuilittli 
succour, my attention' ^as^ nafttfrrilfy b*^ 
stowed on lAie bei&t mentis of ^^i^hoirri^^ 
our remaining stock of prdvistbEii^^-sd'as W 
make it last through the many loiig^alNi 
dreary months until the approach of Spi4i%^ 
and thinking it better to begin early; I iia^* 
tended a small reduction in the allowance, 
and indulged in the pleasing reflectfoin tiiat 
no ftirther diminrntion 'wotild b6- neeeftgli#^r 
But the uhfotliihat^ acddent that faciei ^he 
Harlingen, which compelled her ore^ '<b 
seek shelter on board our ship, (by which 
our number was nearly dQubleKJi? andl^hey 
continuing . with ijs isjx ,fweelf^) iia^^ Pia^|f;\y 
baffled all my anticipations of making our 
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provisions sufficient to the wants of our own 
people during the winter. 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

.Apathetic mortals, enjoying all the com- 
forts and luxuries of life by their own fire 
iidei may probably exclaim, '^ Charity be- 
gins at home." It was wrong. the giving 
tQi foreigners what was essential, not only 
toi^e comfort but even to the existence 

to 

.^,the English crew ! But to the honour 
idf British seamen, they are strangers to 
such sordid calculations ; generosity and 
Gporagehave long been their leading cha- 
racteristics ; may they continue to be so to 
'1^ ead of time, which will ever insure to 
t|M^. British Navy that proud and exalted 
jtation in the annals of fame, wluch it has 
Idid for ages even without a rival. 

tJnder the auspicious [direction of the il- 
lustrious Prince, to whom, by virtue of his 
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high 4^ffice) the best and moat important in- 
tereflft^sof the British empire are confided, it 
requires nc^ the gift of Prophecy to foresee 
4hat seamen will be sure to jne^^ive enitou- 
ragentent and protection, and, tlutt ilbe glQlST 
pf the naiFy will be enereased, vand. s^iie 
wit^ brIUiant radiance over the whole Mur- 
IIgu^ of theiuiiverise. 

When the grateful Dutchm^a were abc^it 
to leave us, had the preservation of life^been 
our first consideration, we should have felt 
little hesitation in j^ii^ their enterprise 
across the ice, but a sense of duty forbade 
the thought. I have ever considered that the 
person intrusted with ^ nautical command 
should nev^ quit the ship under any circum- 
stances while her timbers continue together, 
and she is capable of remaining on the sea ; 
and that every individual of the crew is 
bound to continue with the commander, and 
assist his efTorts, to the very last extremity. 
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That the ultimate fate of the poor Foreign- 
ers has excited great interest in the minds of 
my readers, there cannot be a doubt, and I 
have great pleasure in being able to remove 
thrir anxiety by stating, that I took the first 
opportunity of writing to the Owners of the 
Harlingen, from whom I have received two 
letters in answer ; and as they will afford 
very ample information, I shall, by way of 
conclusion to this Chapter, insert Copies of 
them. 



Letter from Capt. Duncan to the Owners 

of the Hnrlingen. 

Gentlemen, 

I think it my duty to inform you of 
the loss of the Harlingen, whom I spoke to 
in the latitude of Cape Fairwell, coming to 
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theStmits; again I met her at ^ the South- 
west, iwhea I got two large whales ; we kept 
Qompany the remainder of the year ; I:puf-. 
sued. to the Northwardi and endeavoured. to 
procure a. passage to the West landv ^Yhichlf 
was successful in doing a few years past, aud^ 
towed , a French ship after .the Greenland-^ 
ers, Qapt^ Gedion ; they were the first ships 
at the West land» 



Capt. Hockstra had a most particular wish 
to keep qompany with me, but most unfor- 
tunately we were beset in latitude 73^, and 
drove as far as 74P 30'. At this time we had 
every hopes of procuring a passage to the 
West land; the ice lapped round us, and a 
heavy gale of wind sprung up on the 22nd 
of August, which obliged me to saw a dock 
500 feet in length. About a mile from us 
Capt. Hockstra attempted to saw a dock in 
the same floe, biit the ice was so thick and 
heavy hfe could n6t succeed. On the 2ard: 
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aboiit four in the morning, I perceived the 
Harlingen's ensign flying. I sent a party of 
my men across the ice to see what was the 
matter ; before they got a ship's length the 
Harlingen fell on her broadside ; she was lost 
by two floes meeting together, no ship in 
vigfat but the Dundee ; all hands came on 
board of me directly, and lived as we did; 
the captain, his son, and nephew, chief mate, 
surgeon, and a boy, called Peter, lived in 
the cabin with me ; they saved a very small 
portion of their clothes. I was in great hopes 
that we should be liberated in August or 
September, and be able to distribute some of 
the men among the other ships. Our pro- 
visions were getting very low in consequence 
of two ships* compani€»i living upon the 
allowance of one. On the 4th of October 
there was a consultation by both ships' com- 
panies what was best to be done, not having 
provisions to support ninety-two men, and a 
long and dreary winter fast approaching; 
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they intimated leaving lis the Mt of Octoll^er^ 
but the weather not beiag favorable they 
left Hs the 6th, w^ih an latentioa of going to 
Leevley. I gave them three casks of pork, 
a part of which they returned, stating, that 
they had as much as th^y thoiight they 
Abould want. I gave them twelve gallons of 
rg)l9, and as much bread as they could carry. 
On the 5th of October I sent n^y ship's com* 
pany to assist them in dragging their boats 
apross the ice, about si^ miles, (p tbp even- 
ing they return^ and rested for tb? night* 
On the Qth our people went with them to 
their boats, and assisted them in getting 
th^ir boats 'mpo a lane of water ; the nej:^ 
day we sa^f tben^ with their sails set ip 
water ; we have eyery hopes they will ai^nve 
«afe at Leevley. Thei^ bt^ Danish sbip^ ^t 
lieeyley every y*ftr, with ft supply of pro- 
visions. I have no doubt if their lives ax*^ 
spared, they will come home in some of the 
Danis]^ ships. We were beset in latitude 
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73Pj and liberated on the 16th of April, in 
latitude 63°. What we have suffered all the 
winter, no one can imagine. Our ship's 
company have been upon an allowance of 
two lbs. of bread, and a very small quantity 
qf meat a n^an, per week. On the 1st of 
February I got a whale, which was a very 
great relief to the people ; they eat the crang 
of 4he whale and sharks that came to feed 
^on tiie dead fish. 

Atithis time we were all frost-bitten ; the 
cold was so intense we could not stop five 
minutes on deck at one time ; it is impossi- 
ble to describe our -sufferings. For mne days 
after the men left us it was fine weather. 
The captain desired to be remembered to his 
wife and family; I should feel happy if you 
will write me a few lines, direct to David 
Duncan, care of Messrs. Gale and Son, 
Merchants, London. 

I am, &c. 

D. DUNCAN. 
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have been duly ij^-i5^|,jpft,^)|iB|^j|i^f;j4^ 
much indebted to you, not only for the noble 

ifili Jhc Id tiny ^'i^^fR*! arfPfiai^imoq ' v l^i* 
most melancholy event. 

* Jlhis yeisel wa^ qot entirely belonging to 




death. ,we have to lament, was cniei Pre- 
sident. . 
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However, the Committee of the Society 
will do themselves the pleasure to address 

yoikt< and >ttplfri«vJ^hialt ^Mlk6i<l«%eli|igf| for 
all the humanitij^x^oiu.^t^ shewn to the 
crew of the Harlingen. We cannot deny 

J^J^fie*rfiiil*'Jl,4^'^P ^'^** sorrow for 
the further fate of the crew ; because it is 

very uncertain if they can ever fekhl^WK 

iflittiltfWyjfefi't^^U^^b^'^m iMey pasa 



ittUy penuadea nbat ih^y will be or great 
interest to you. 



coneratuljale you on your safe arrival at 
lK»nej| and that the Almienty has guarded 
you and all your hands, during that long 
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and idreadfuk «eMon, in that far-off and 
dread&il quarter of the globe. We were 
struek with reading whiat you have suffered, 
and agree with you, that no man is able to 
describe your fatigues. 

r 

As soon as wc hear any thing further from 
Hdckstra^ we will ha^e the pleasure of wri- 
ting: yon agiBiin ; and remain, meanwhile, 

Most respectfully, &c: &€• 



-0*®«CK 



JLefter /ram Mr. JBarend Dtsser a Zomjcmd 
Mr. JS. Vander Heide^ to Capt. Dtmcan. 

Harlingen, July 31st, 1827» 

Sir, 

Begging reference to our last respects, 
of the 30th. ult . we are reckoning it our duty 
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to inform you that we, a few days ago, got 
scone accounts from the crew of the Harlin- 
gen by the way of Copenhagen. 

Ten days after they had left you, they ar- 
rived at Opiernawick, having one man lost 
by the fatigues ; here they left five men, who 
were too much fatigued and indisposed to 
follow them. 

On the 28rd of October they went to 
Narsvak ; where they arrived, after a very 
dangerous passage, on the 27th of October. 
From here they tryed to cross the Waygat, 
and to go into Ritterback, but, this not being 
possible, they were obliged to return, Then . 
the commander went with twenty-seven men 
to Omenafc and Niakovnak, thirteen men, 
who were sick, he left at Narsvak. On the 
18th. a feker, they were distributed at the 
places Omenak, Ritterback, and Claushaveui 
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and three men were , transported to God- 
haven, from where the governor of the Da*- 
nish settlement should try to send them 
home. Of the five men who were left at 
Opiernavik, one man is dead. We are think- 
ing, to receive these intelligences will be in- 
teresting to yout therefore we are hastening 
ourselves to communicate them to ypu. 
We have no doubt they will now all safe 
come home. 

We remain, respectfully, &c. 

P. S. One of our Greenlandmen is re- 
turned with five fishes, being Com. Adriam*s 
slupv the Veederland, having a part of the 
crew, on board; of the other one, called 
Willen the First, Com. Zan Corn Groendyth, 
wluch is supposed to be lost about 79^ 
degrees. 

When the hardships and dangers to which 
these unfortunate Foreigners were exposed, 






lit 
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ace consicLered the concluding sentence >in 
the .foijeeoirig letter. \*' We Jhiive np doubt 
they will now all safe cpme homeV must 

anord great ple^isure and satisfactioato every , 

\ry iiv^ 'tAv oaw nr->tn ovr cot IT) ,3fnnr? 

feeling mind^^ Had they not adopted the 

■ ih)l^ --"■ ■• - ?' >."*^c> U :(:l.-\ Oi7C> .>\^r ur-' ■■••:' 

juoiciqits^ though hazardoui^, plan, which 
they did, but continued on board the Duri- 
dee^ the' provisions, even at the smallest 
allowance with which life .can be sustained. ^ 
would have been soon totally exhausted^ and 
then (humanitvmust shudder at the thought) 
ninety-four persons (cut off from the reach 
ot^uin^ix ^ssist^n^^^ l^rq. 

ers)^ would hav^ h^a,d po^^^Jeg^^ 
ho^ible one ofWingjjp^^^ 
^l^Lch should bejthe|«st|Sacr|^ce^j|o^S^^ 

spared us this dreadful infliction, let us |)Qp^^, 
that the rewards and future comforts of those 
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sufferings ; and that the two, whom it ap- 
pears have been taken from this world, are 
now in the realms of everlasting bliss. 

The conduct of Captain Hockstra in re- 
maining with, and, by his presence, anima- 
ting his men through every danger, is be- 
yond all praise* May he live long« and 
^oy the pleasing reflection, that his efforts 
have been crowned with success. 



V 
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PART III. 



JOt7R17AL CONTINUED THROUGH NOVEMBER AND 
DBOBIIBER^ AND JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 
182^, CONTAINING MANY MIRACULOUS ES- 
CAPES. 



<i 



Miserable they \ 



Who, here entangled in the gathering ice. 
Take their last look of the descending sun ; 
While, full of death, and fierce with tenfold frost. 
The long, long night, incumbent o'er their heads. 
Fans horrible !" 

November 1st. Latitude 73^ 10^ long. 
82P4(y. Thermometer ten degrees below 
zero. Some holes of water broke out in dif- 
ferent directions, but they froze up imme- 
diately the frost rind between the decks, 
being at the time nearly an inch thick. 
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2nd., 3rd., and 4th. Ice drifting to the 
Southward, very fast. Thermometer 46 de- 
grees below zero. 

5th. Latitude 73° 12', longitude 62° 4#. 
The floe we were frozen, in^ driving to the 
Southward at a tremendous rate ; the bergs 
tearing tli^e points of the floe in different 
places. A great deal of water seen to the 
Southw^ard ; but we were completely frozen 
over in bay ice. Thermometer 44 degrei^ 
below zero. 

6th. Driving very fast among the ice* 
bergs ; we were much afraid of their tearing 
the floe all to pieces. Employed sawing all 
round the ship, and clearing the ice from the 
rudder, a great deal of water seen to the 
Southward. The east land in sight. This 
day we had the misfortune to break our only 
thermometer, so that we were afterwards 
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without any means of ascertaining the cold, 
except by its effect on our own bodies^ 

T'th. . All hands employed sawing through 
the floe., in hopes of getting into the east 
land water; but, to our great disappoint- 
ment, * fonnd it was all bay ice. 

; 8th. Carpenter caulked the seams that 
were rent by the frost ; the eakt land in 
sight* Hove the ship down a little to the 



0th. Discontinued sawing, finding it of 
lia use, the bay ice accumulating so very 



O' I 



10th. We gave up every faint hope of 

L 

getting liberated during the winter ; the 
water we saw two days back was now a 
•/ crystal pavement, by the breath of Hea- 
ven^ pemented firm/' Our situation at thisf 
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time was traly aJaFming ; ' therefore we put 
our trust in the Almighty, who alone c6uld 
deliver us. No land in sight ; carpenter em- 
ployed caulking the ship, where she had 
been rent by the frost. 

This day the sun set to us without leav- 
ing a hope of our being again blessed with 
his all-dieering and enlivening rays for 
many weeks to conje. 

11th. Nothing to be seen but one con- 
tinued continent of ice. 

12th. Weather very dull ; no readifig a 
book below any part of the day, withQqf 
a light. 

13th. Lying completely frozen up; no 
water seen any where. 

14th. Still very dull weather. Saw some 
part of the east land, bearing 8outh-Ba8t. 
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I5th. Dull weather. 

16th. The moon was very brilliant dur 
ing the whole day. 

17th- About three A.M., the piece of ice 
in which we had been so long frozen^ in one 
instant, broke into a thousand pieces, oc- 
casioned by a swell rolling infromtheS.W.* 
so that our situation was more deplorable 
than ever, lying at this time, beset in a pack 
with full eighteen hours night* Called all 
hands the moment the ice broke, and un- 
shipped the rudder as the ship was rolling 
about, and making every thing crack among 
the ice ; and, to our great disappointment, 
when day-light came on, we could see no 
water from the mast-head. 

18th. Still no water seen. The swell 
subsided again ; but we were driven about 
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in any direction to which the wind happened 

to blow. At three P. M. Dark Hook bore 

* 

S. and by E,, distance about sixty-five miles. 
At this time we had about four hours twi- 
light. 

19th. Still lying among the broken ice, 
ho appearance of slack in any direction. 
OoT people came aft, requesting more pro- 
yisSons, as the quantity served was not suf- 
ficient to subsist on ; but it was not yet 
prudent to comply with their wishes. 



tOlh: Still dull weather. The pieced of 
ice ftiezing together very fast. 



1 ■ • i > 



21st. Saw a great many icebergs to the 
east ward of us. Frost very severe. 

22nd. The floe. that broke up was entirely 
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frozen together, aad our sMp in the middle 
of it. 

2%tl. Weather very cold. 

24th. Saw a long lane of water breaking 
oat a head of the ship, which ran away as 
fiigr.as we could see, but which was no great 
extent, as we had very little day light ; and 
the ice no sooner opened than it was directly 
frozen again. 

25th. Frost very severe. The lane of 
water, that was a little distance from us, 
closed in several places, and occasioned a 
very heavy press on the ice not far from us. 
We conjectured it was occasioned by a heavy 
ridge of icebei^s lying to the eastward, which 
we supposed to have been agroukid. 

26th. Dull weather. Frost very severe. 
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Found a frweil fiom S,W., which broke the 
floe that we were in, in i^everal places. 

27th. Still lying in the same manner. 
No swell to be found this day. 

r 

2@th. lee ranging about very much ; and 
in the latter part a heavy press in different 
parts of the ice, not far from tlie ship, oc- 
casioned by the bergs. All bands on deck 
in readiness. 



29th. Dull weather. Ice still ranging 
about. The icebergs that occasioned the 
press yesterday, this day set away to the 
eastward from us. We had very tittle day- 
light. 

30th. Ice driving very fast to the S.W., 
by the pressure of the bergs. Frost very 



severe. 
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December 1st. Ship still driving to the 
south-west from the pressure of the ice- 
bergs. 

■ 

2nd. and 3rd. Scarcely any light. 

4th. People employed making rope fend- 
ers, in case of a sea ranging in upon us. 
Weather very dark and severe. Ship in 
great danger. Every thing on deck in rea- 
ness to be moved on the ice, in case of acci- 
dent to the ship. 

6th. No water seen any where. Scarcely 
any day-light. Rope fenders are made by 
fitstening pieces of rope together, so as to 
hang over the sides of the ship, and guard 
her timbers from injury by the force or pres- 
sure of the ice. 

6th. Saw a number of icebergs all round 
us. 
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From the 6th. to the 13th., nothing par- 
ticular occurred necessary to mention, ex- 
cept that the weather was very dull and 
dark. 

14th. Driving to the northward from the 
pressure of the icebergs. 

15th. and 16th. Driving to the W.S. W.; 
from the pressure of the bergs on the ice, 

17th. Frost very severe. 

18th. It was awful to behold the im-^ 
iiiense icebergs working away to the north- 
east from JUS, and not , one drop of water tQ 
l>e seen ; they were worki9g themselves ri^t 
through the middle of the ice. _ ; 



4 i 



18th. Frost very severe. 

20th. '^ The shapeless bears, with dangling 
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fee, all horrid, stalk, forlorn," and were now 
our only, but frequent, visitors. 

21st. At this time it was all darkness, 
except about four hours twilight ; every 
thing very still, and nothing to be seen ex- 
cept one solid sheet of ice, with a number of 
icebeigs frozen in the middle of it. 

22nd. and 23rd. The frost intensely se- 
vere, and cracking the planks in the ship's 
side. 



From the 23rd. to the 29th. Nothing pai*- 
ticular occurred. On the 24th., in latitude 
69° 16^ The frost very sievere, and snow 
heavy. 

26th, The south end of Disco bore S. and 
by E., distance about sixty njiles, Our 
Christmas a most dismal one . 



\ 
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80th The ^weather moderate. Ice rang- 
ing about in different places. 

31st. The year 1826, concluded with 
very severe frost. 

January the 1st., 1827. The new year 
commenced with gloomy and terrifi<i appear- 
ances ; heavy showers of snow and ice rang- 
ing fhriously about, and in the latter part 
closing round us very fest. 

2nd. Ice pressing very heavy at a little 
distance from the ship. Breaking the floe in 
pieces, seventy yards from the edge towards 
-US. Every thing appeared awful, and we 
were in constant apprehension of being 
wrecked. 

3rd. Ice ranging about, and pressing all 
round us very heavily. Our people were at- 
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tending the n}ps with lanthorns, ready to 
give an alarm in ease the pressure of the 
bergs should cause the ice to burst towards 
the ship. Our situation was then very 
alarming. 

4th. Ice still ranging about very much. 
Our ship in great danger. Every one on the 
alerts in case the ice should split and stave 
the ship. 

5th. Tremendous gales, with snow. Ice 
still ranging about. People attending the 
nips with lanthorns, ready to give an alarm 
in case of danger. 

6th. Ice slackened a little in our favor. 

7th. The ice lying very still. 

8th. Ice ranging about very mueh. In 
the latter part we were agcdn surrounded by 
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a number of icebergs. This drty we saw the 
land, bearing from S.E. to S.S.W., distance 
about fifty miles. 

9th. Ice still ranging about very much. 

m 

10th. , Saw the north end of Disco Island, 
bearing south by west, distance about fifty 
miles. IThe ice pressing heavily on our lar- 
board beam. 

ilth. Ice ranging about. The land still 

in sight. 

« 

12th. We were completely surrounded 
by icebegs. 

13th. Ship driving to the southward from 
the pressure of the icebergs. 

* 

14th. The land still in sight. Ice ranging 
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about a little^ whi^ we. supposed to J^e oc- 
pASipned bjr tba icebeigs. i - 

« 
16th. Icebergs around us in different di- 

« 

reetipjgts. This day ga,ve. half a pound more 
bread per week for each man, making now 
^^Q Ibjs. aod half per week. 






.. 16th. Ship driving to the southward, 
owing to the icebergs. Small holes of watet 
seen in places where the bergs had broken 
Ibeir way tturough. Daylight increased to 
about six hours. ; 

. ;17th. The land still in sight. Ship drift- 
ing to the southward. The ice very quiet 
«11 round us. 

This day we had the happiness of seeing 
the sun's rays just above the horizon, after 
having been deprived of the influence of 

G 
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that great luminary seventy-five days^ dir* 
ring which we had very little day-light ; the 
cold so intense, that it was scarcely possible 
to stay five minutes on deck without being 
frost-bitten. Our only prospect a vast ex- 
panse of snow and ice. Cut off* from all 
the world, and doomed to pass the long wd 
dreary months in gloomy solitude. When 
the boisterous winds had subsided into a^ 
caliUi the death-like silence was continually 
broken by the despairing groans of hungry 
bears, or the equally dismal bowlings of 
wolves and foxes. 



I8th. The ship still drifting to the south- 
west* Saw several lai^e icebei^s all round 
us. No water to be seen in any direction. 
The land still in sight. 

loth. Ship still drifting to the south- 
west. 
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2Qth. Tremendous gales^ with snow* 
Surrounded entirely by icebergs* Ice rang*' 
ing about. Several small holes of water 
fi«en in different places, occasioned by the 
icebergs. Very severe weather. Several of 
our people slightly frost-bitten. Tremen- 
^^m^ gal^, the drift flying across the ice at 
a great rate. 

23rd. Weather very severe. 

24th. Latitude 69° J6^ longitude 67° 16'. 
Got an observation,^ being the first since the 
6th of November, when in latitude 73P 12^ 
N., longitude 62° 44'. 

26th, The south end of Disco, bearing 
S. by E,, distant sixty-three miles. No 
water seen from the mast-head. The ic^ 
was at this time lying very quiet. 
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26th. Latitude 69^ 22'. South pdiit of 
Disco, bearing S.S.E. Frost very severe; ' 

27th. Ice lying quiet. Vegy little water 
seen in any direction. 

28th. Latitude 69^ 13'. No water, seen in 
any direction. 

29th. Saw several icebeJrgs to 'the sdutfa^* 
ward of us. About six P.M., the ice in which 
we were frozen broke from N. to S. of us 
for several miles ; we thought it was occa- 
sioned by the ice driving against one of the 
bergs that were aground. The crack wot 
about 200 yards from the ship, and very 
alarming. The; land in sight. Ice ranging 
about. Every person on the alert. 

W 30th. Ice ranging about - very much. - 
Every person on the alert. Several icebergs 
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round us. Carpenter caulking round . the 
ship* 



Slfit. Carpenter still caulking, 

February 1st, Several small holes of 
water a little distance from us, and in the 
water several whales. Called all. hands. 
Coiled the boats' lines, and then launched 
two boats over the ice to the water. 



l^d. At two P.M., John Barns got £ast 
to a whale. At five killed her, towed her as 
near the ship as possible ; laid her pasi$ fox 
flinching at day-light, alcHigside of the ice. 
All hands employed flinching and dragging 
the blubber across the ice on hatches. The 
bone nin€f feet four inches^ 



8rd. At five P,M. Got the blubber oflf 
the fis^, «o knocked off until day-light. 
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Eight A. M55 fcalled all hatid^, in order to 
take the whale-bone out of the fish's head ; 
but the weather being so very severe, we 
were obliged to come on board, most part of 
the people being frost-bitten. 

4th. Latitude 68° 43' N. Catled all 
hands, and went over to the fish, and got 
the whale-bone on board. At meridian 
finished ; hauled all the boats close along- 
side, and set the watch. 

6th. Lattttide 68° 4(y N. S^w the land, 
distance from us about fifty mile*. No 
water to be seen. Ice beginnittg to range 
ftbout vfery much.. 

The taking this whate seemed to renovate 
the spirits of the crew^ who killed thtf bears^ 
foxes, and sharks, that came to feed on the 
crang, and wluch afforded the men with the 
crbng itself, many hearty meals for near six 
weeks, in addition to their limited allowance* 
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6tlu Latitude 68P 40' TH. Ice pressing 
Mi'^ery heavy close astern of the ship; we 
were much afraid of the ice giving way upon 
ufi ; every person on the alert, for the pre- 
servation of the ship and their own liyqs* 
Latter part, ice slackened after working in 
and breaking our floe more tjian thirty 
fecft. 



yth^ ]<^ ranging about irery much* Saw 
several whales among the bay ice^ at a great 
4istanc9, but no possibility of getting at 
them. 



One of my dogs attacked a large bear 
on the ice, and struggled with him till we 
oame up with lances, and killed 



8th. Saw several whales, launched one 
boat over the ice after them; at dark re- 
4un^ and set the watdi. Ice still ranging 
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ak^mt ^ Carpenter employed ' oamlking the ^ 
ship's sides. • ^ 

9lh. Galled all hands^ and gQt;jcaskaout 
ojf tjie hold for making off the blubberi wh^ 
we found all the casks that had had*water 
in them were frozen, and most part of them 
their heads had bursted. 



The same dog that attacked the bear on 
the 7th, also caught two blue foxes, without 
materially injuring them. We kept them 
alive more than three months. 



10th; All hands employed breakings out 
the hold, and putting the casks on the ice. 
Cooper employed preparing the casks, as- 
sbted by different people. 

# . • * 

1 Ith. Employed preparing the casks, and 
breakiAg' th^ ice out ^ of them* ^ Both pumps 
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frdzen* Employed some hands clearing 
of them. 



'd2th. Called all hands, and began making 
off the blubber. Cooper employed repairing 
the casks on the ice. • 



13th. Done making off the blubber ; filled 
thirteen casks, containing twenty-five butts. 
Cooper employed repairing the casks . Saw 
the land bearing S,E. 

14th. People employed heaving the casks 
out of the hold. Cooper employed repairing 
th^n on the ice. Most of them their heads 
bursted by the water freezing inside. 

16th. Latitude 68° 58' N. Ice ranging 
about very much. Saw several whales. 
Called all hands. Launched three boats 
pver the ice into some small holes of water ; 
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i|i£terwards took them on >>ard again. Tke 
cooper employed repairing casks. 

16th. Saw aev^^al whales, butnopowi- 
Mity of getthigat them for ice. ' ice ratatg- 
ing about very much. 



* I7lh. A lane of water Itooke out tMmd 
ciiir floe's edgb, not far from th^ ship, ^w 
tliree or four Whales. Launched thi^e bdi^ts 
into the water after them, about three T^.M. 
Michael Lee got fast to a whale. Shortly 
aifterwards John Lander got fiist to andther 
whale ; she ran him out nearly four llneSf 
and the foreganger broke. Five P.M. killed 
Michael Lee^s whale. Moored her alongside 
in the ice until day-light. Bone eight feet 
one inch. 



^- iJ 



18th. Employed flinching at the edge pf 
the ice. People dragging the blubber %on 
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hatches. Six P.M^ done flinchmg. Set the 
watch. Ice ranging about very much'. The 
people fed heartily on the crang; also on 
the sharks, bears, and foxes, which we 
killed while they were feeding on the 
carcase. 

leth. Latitude 69^ 3' N. Made off the 
blubber. Fine weather for the season. Saw 
the land to the S.E., distant about sixty 

r • 

miles. 

20th, Latitude 68° 58' N. Finished 
making off blubber, and set the watch. 
Filled twelve casks, (twenty seven butts.) 
Carpenter employed caulking. Cooper re- 
pairing casks« 

21st. Saw several whales, but no possi* 
bility of getting at them for bay ice. Frost 
very severe. People employed sawing the 
ice round the ship, to ease her in|her dock.^ 
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22ad. Latitude.69°, longitude. 63'. Frost 
vpry severe. An immense iceberg setting 
very fast up towards the ship. Very little 
water seen in any direction » The east land 
in sight. 

23rd. Latitude 68^37', longitude about 
6^ W. The dreadful apprehensions that 

• * ■ 

{^ssailed us yesterday by the near approach 
of the iceberg, were this day most awfully 
verified* About three P.M., the iceberg 
came in contact with our floe, and in less 
than one minute it broke the ice; we were 

-'•'V " ! - . . . ■ ^ 

frozep in quite close to our ship ; the floe 
was shivered to pieces for several miles* 
qai^sing ai;i explosipn like an earthquake, 
or one hundred pieces of heavy ordnance 
fired at the same moment. The iceberg, 
with awful but majestic grandeur,^ (in height 

and dimensions rei^embting avast mountain^ 
came almost up to our stern, aijd. every ^ que 
expiected it would have run over the ship ; 
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the c6nsterriatk»h and alarm becainfe g^iteral ; 
our men i?'an somd one way and some 'ittl- 
other, in order to get provisioilfe, ■ clbtBi^ll^ 
blankets^ the boats, €ind other things, bh 
the ice. '^^^ - ^'' 

Considering there was no chance of escap- 
ing, I directed the p^ple to eiideavour to 
adopt such means as they thought most 
likely to preserve their liVes for the present, 
in consequence of whicti they all left tne 
ship, and went upon the ice, except the 
surgeon, the cook, two seamen that were 
frost-bitten', and myself; Forliiiiately I nad 
determined that no circumstance or danger 
should induce me to Teave the ship," ana If 
she was lost to share the sam^'fatle*; aiid lit 
affords me the most lieartfelt satisfaction '^o - 
reflect, that my acting on 'this 'd^le^mihation 
Wks 'the means of ^aviii^ tlie' sHip'/ev^' aft^f' 
eS^ery hope was gonfe. " : ' '' v " "'^^ 
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: I fear U wUl be difficult toconvey te mj 
readers who hav^ never been on the froaoeii 
ocean^ a correct conception of the situation 
of the iceberg and the ship. The iceberg, 
as has been before observed, came up very 
near to the stern of our ship; theinterme^ 
diate space between the berg and the vessel 
was filled with masses of heavy ice \ wUidi, 
thpugh they had been previously broken by 
the inunense weight of the berg^ were again 
formed into a compact body by its press^ura. 
The berg was drifting at the rate of abput 
four knots, and, by its force on the mass of 
ice, was pushing the ship before her^ as |t 
appeared to iuevitable destruction. After 
being in this situation more than haljT au 
hour, I resolved on trying the effect of 
hoisting the jib and fore-top-mjtst stay- 
sail; this, by great exertion, I effected 
almost without assistance, soon after which 
the sails filled, and enabled me to cast the 
ship, and thrust her between the berg an4 
the broken floe of ice. Language is too 



) 
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poor to attempt a desoriptioa ei the feelings* 
of those left on board the ship, on seeing the 
horrific iceberg rapidly glide by us. 

Our deliverance (at least from present 
danger) was now complete ; and, at about 
six, we contrived to fasten the ship to a floe 
of ice. The men that had left the ship to g^ 
on the ice with the boats, provisions, &o.i 
were also exposed to great danger ; the berg; 
ran over one of our boats, and we never 
after saw a vestige of her; they also lost 
a three-hundred gallon cask full of bread, 
(about seven hundred weight) one large 
barrel of pork, several of the peoples' clothes 
and blankets, and a considerable part of the 
cooper's and carpenter's tools with which 
they had been at work on the ice, and many' 
empty casks. 

The iceberg being between the men oh 
the ice and the ship, hid her entirely 



from their, vieWj. and. for: more. than. a 
quarter . of . an hour . they naturally cour 
^id^red the ship was^ lost, and that th^y 
should never more behold their commai^d^r^ 
the surgeon, or their shipmates they had left 
on board. In this dreadful situation th^y 
held a consultation, in order to adopt some 
plan that might afford a chance of saving 
tj|ieir lives ; but, wheii it is considered^hat 
these intcepid fellows were aluiost destitute 
of provisions ; that their clothes and folankett 
were very scanty, and the cold so intisnse, 
tbat (I really belie v6) the hardiest of the 
most hardy could not have survived in an 
open boat even a single night ; it must appear 
not very likely that the consultation wo^ld 
be speedily concluded, how long it would 
have lasted is not ^sy to conjecture,; but 
it was most unexpectedly interrupted l>y on^ 
of the men who, probably, had never t^ken 
his eyes from the iceberg, exclaiming^ with 
great ecstacy, *^ The ship, the ship.'* The 



97 

reit of the men were seized with a kind of 
frenzy on beholding the jib and fore-top-mast 
itay-sail* But they had no other means of 
etpreMing their universal joy than by three 

Ibiid and hearty cheers, which resouhded 
bver the ice for miles* and, no doubt, fright- 
&iiii many bears from their dismal haunts. 

The men soon found thehr way on board 
with whatever bad been spared by the relent- 
feM iceberg ; their congratulations were 
liefarty, sincere, and unsophisticated. Mirth, 
iliid a little indulgence in festivity, was the 
brd^ir of the evening ; and all were grateful 
to a Merciful Providence for such a miracul- 
ous deliverance. The congratulations of 
those who had braved the danger en board, 
wfef e equally sincere and hearty ; and it may 
bfe easily conceived, that the joining the ship 
by the crew, was not less pleasing to us than 
to themselves. 



H 
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2tt|u Latitude 68° ^' xN. People ei»^ 
ployied picking up the empty c&s^s; foimd 
twelve^ but could see iKrthing of the bMad 
or < ppr)^ cask^ ; which was a most grieviO(as 
•«4Jri;eparai,le loss. 

The .lcei)erg iktill in sight, but driving away 
fast to the N.E. We were then lying among 
the broken ice, and much exposed. 

2ath. Xalijtude 68^ 3(r N. Picked up a 
large -sp^^ we had for a mill doll, with a 
few broken staves belonging to cat&ks^ which 
the ice had stove ; but still we saw nothing 
of the bread or pork casks. Ice waft then 
lying very still. 

* 

The iceberg thai so lately threatened pur 
destruction, had niriven coifiq[detely out of 
sight to the N.E. from us. 
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, : 2|9th. Fxmt very aevere, Pisople em- 
pl9y^ bre^^ng otit tkeafterhold, the oask3 
h^iag all buiTBied with the froi»t. Cooper 
«¥Splpyed repaf riog thefn. Ice ranging about 
a litf^le. 

27th. Latitude 68° 16' N. Saw a great 
many large icebergs to the southward of us. 
Frost very severe. Ship frozen fast all 
round again. 

28th. Latitude 68° 12' N. The ship was 
apparently driving down fast towards some 
very large icebergs. Hauled the lines out 
of two of the boats, and filled several small 

« 

casks with bread, to be handy in case of any 
accident. Very little water seen in any 
direction. Our situation, was at this time 
very precarious. 

It will be seen by perusing this Chapter, 
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that we were, on different days, exposed to 
great dangers; but as they were greatly 
inferior to that of the 23rd. February, which 
is already so fully described^ it seems 
unnecessary to say aiijr thing respecting 
them beyond what is contained in the 
preceding JournaL 



.>•"• 
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PART IV. 

t 

lOUfiKAL COKTINUBD. — VORB DANGBRS AND 
D1STRB8SBS, UNTIL AT LBNQTH THB SHIP IS 
LIBBRATBD FROM HBR CONFINBlf|ENTy AlfD 
ARRIVBS SAFB AT LONDON. 

Tet Proyidence^ that ever waking eye ! 
Looks down with pity on the feeble toil 
Of Mortals lost to hope ; and lights them safe 
Through all this dreary labyrinth of fate. 

Thompson. 

March 1st. Frost very severe. Ice 
ranging about. Began to approach near a 
great number of icebergs, which we supposed 
to be lying aground en the reef. We had 
no means of preventing the ship being again 
frozen fast. Our only hope was, that we 
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might drive clear of them. Every person on 
the alert, and every thing ready at a 
moment's warning. 

2nd. Latitude 68° T N. We were close 
down i^jpon. (several very large icebeitgs ; 
eoimted fifty from north-west to^ south ftmn 
tis, all <)f >ithWh, tve sttpposfed, wew lying 
aground; every pewon'bn the ftlert. Sails 
and every thing on deck ready for making a 
tent, in case the ship was lost. 



1.4 '. * A ' •• i M>i 



3rd. Driving t]>r9ugh amongst, ^ a great 
number of large icebergs. At six A.M., 
called all hands, and run four boats across 
tht ice with a quantity C>f provisioii«, utid 
the men's clothes^ one of the bergs coining 
fight towards the ship ^ «t a iremeudotts rate, 
breaking and tearing awtty the ice iqi various 
<&ectionSi ' About nin^ A.M«t/it went past 
pur st^rp, distance Abotut twenty yards, with*^ 
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out doing lies any injury* Dragged the hc^% 
to the ship again with the provkions, &e» . t 

4th. Among icebergs innumerable. Ship 
driving through them m a woAdarful maAoer. 
Every person on the alerV The weathei 
very severe. Our «tuation waa eqptreiqely 
precarious. 

6th. Latitude 67^ 68^ N. Drove through 
the thickest of the icebergs ; but there vfer^ 
still several more seen to the southward. 



dth. Latitude ,67° 53' N. Frost very 
severe. Driving down among the ridge of 
icebergs, and the ship settling very fast to 

the S.E., owing to the heavy pressure of the 

,■■ . 

icebergs. 

' ■ ' - - 

7th. Latitude 67° My longitude 62° 35'. 
Still a great many icebergs in sight. Ship 
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|JbfB>'land abowt south Uvm 'U»y distaiit i.haA% 
SflTWtisr miles. ; ,,. ; 



j> J :#'-> 



8th. Latitude 67^ M. Saw the land to 
]^)ie sfputhward from ui. Several kebei^ in 
Ifjghl;. Frost very severe. 



% ' . 



9th. Latitude 67° 43'. People employed 
sawing round the ship. Several icebergs, 
and the land still in sight. 

V 

iotfi. Latitude 67° 4(^. Employed clear- 
ing out ice round the ship. Several icebe^^k 

V* •• . V . • • ■ • ■ - . ' ^ ' • ' • 

in stghti 

lltji. Latitude 67° 3f Nr Very litife 
water seen in any direction. Saw one whale 
in a lane of ^ater ai^ng bay ice. 

12th. Latitude 67® 2$'. Frost very severe. 
Several icebergs in sight. 



18^. S^i^ two wlKaleb amoti^ the^^'biiy 
1^ but tto pM^ibiiity of getting^ at ^^ tb^tti*; 
People employed cutting the ice' round the 

ship. 

' • • .' ' • ■■ ' •■."■■■' • •. ' ••■. . ' 

14th. People employed cutting out the 
ice round the ship, A large iceberg setthig 
up very fast. Saw several whales, but no 
possibility of getting at them. 

16th. Driving to the N.E., from the 
preissure of the iceberg on the ice. Saw one 

whale, coiled one more boat's lines; then 

■ * . - ». 

launched two boats in a lane of water, in 

hopes of the fish coming up. Ice ranging 

about very much. 

16th. Liititude 07^ 24'. Frost very severe. 
Ice ranging about very much. Saw some 
whales, but could not get near thepi. 



.y ^ 
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/iirth* . At two AM* I alanned by a latge 
imhetg . setting up towards the ship y dal]k4 
aU^llKiidsxtQ be in. r$iadin<^st . there appat^rJoig 
great danger ; but fortunately it passei^ ^% 
a small distance to the westward of us. 
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J8th« Latitwle 66"" 55'. Frost very 

seven; '■ ^ .'!■■• • ^•. " ■'.,. 

From this day to the 30th. , we remained 
in nearly the same latitude^ The w^Uher 
cdlithltied Vi^ry seflrefe; but theiie^ wec^e no 
oeeurretices Worth noticing^ ekoept thdt 'tve 
Miw the laiid to tike S.S. , feotdibni Htlle walet 
in My direttioQi o 

30th. We had tremendous gales, with 
showers of StioW; the drift flying dffthe 
i6e, so th&t We eould scart^ely put oiir faceis 
to wmdward. 



n 

■v. 



aifet. Latittfd^ 65"? 37' N. IVeinetidloua 
glil«s, with sqtfalls. ^ Several holes of Wat«F 
s«6n in different directions; but nO'pDssi^ 
hilWy of getting into them with the ship^ M 
we were completely frozen in the middle of 
one solid sheet of ice, full five miles round. 

From the end of Mareh to the 17th ApriL 
Nothing particular occurred necessary ta 
mention ; the weather continued very severe ; 
lanes of water were frequently seen, and we 
were gradually d^fting into a more southern 
latitude, being April 6th; in latitude 64° 49'. 
Land in sight. 

April 16th. Latitude 63°. Saw the land, 
distance between fifty and sixty miles. 

16th. In latitude 63P 0(y, longitude 61° SO'. 

17th. Swell very strongs which, at one 
P.M., was the cause of the ice breaking into 
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ten thousand pieces, with a tremendous and 
horrific explosion. Called all hands, set > 
the sails, . shipped the rudder, and boared 
the ship through a pa6k of ic^, to the S.W., 
the sea was very strong. About two, got 
into sailing ice, after being beset eight 
nionths and five days, during which we had 
liikny hair-breadth escapes. Reaching to the 
SiW., amoiig straggling ice. Every person 
in great spirits at their liberation. 

t8tb. Latitude 62° 3(y N. Reaching to 
the W.S.W,, among ice and icebergs. Sea 
very strong from the S.W. 

r 

19th, Tremendous gales. Sea very high. 
Hoisted the waist boats on deck. Ship 
reajching to the W.N. W* 

2Qth. Beaching to the N.W. Sea high, 
running to N.N.W? 
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21st. Reachipg about among several ige- 
bergs. Wearmg ship as necessary. 



*1 »ij 
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22hd/ Passed several very large ic^b^rgfj. 

23rd. Sea high, wearing ship as nece^r 
sary. TThis day allowed the pepple four IJbs. 
of brebd per week a man, with a 
addition of l)eef and pork, in hopes of fallings 
in with some vessel, to obtain relief. Ship 
mad^ a good deal of water. 



It ■ • I » . 
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24th. Spoke the Bon Accord, of Aber- 
deen, Capt. Parker, who promised t6*jre66ve 
us as much as lay in his power wKdft ilite 
weather permitted. Lohgitude • hy * Gttri)- 
uomteter, Oapt: Parker^ 61^ Wr - -^^^/^ 

26th. Latitude 61^ 37', longHud^^^lJl!^; 
Reached to tha pack edge. Saw one 'wmBi, 
lowered two boats after her. Received froin 
Capt. Parker seven cwt. of Jbeef» four cwtv! 
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of bread? ^ small quaatity of coals, potatoes, 
and turnips; in return we gave bim tw^elv^ 
Whale lines, a small jib, and a top-sail yard 
aiid spar, which we had got from the Dutch 
^hip. 

Several of our men ill with the scurvy 

and rheumatism;} and many of them appeared 

* - • - . 

to b^ very weak. 

> 1 ■ < 

26th. Saw several whales ; three and four 
boats down, constantly after them. Got 
from C?ipt, Parker two barrels of oatHieaU . 
imd one tQu-qasK of fresh water. ^ 
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27th. Three aud four boats down waiter 
whales. Several of the men y^ry popri^K 
this day, came aft, and requested to go 
hoinet as they were all very weak, s^ not 
able to begin another fishing. ; / 

28th. Spoke the Rambler, of I^irkaldy ; 
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recefi yed <iaine {»ro visions foam her }m ex# 
chai^ for five whala lines. Many of our 
men ill with pains and weakness, and some 
with bleeding at the nose. Ice closed in 
upon us, and we got beset again. 

t' 

29th Boaring to southward amqpg he^yy 
cross ice ; afterwards made fast to a large 
piece of ice, and filled all our fresh-water 
casks, in order to go home as, soo9 as 
liberated. Several icebergs all round us. 
Cumberland Island bearing N.W. by N. 

30th. Boaring to the east. Ice very heavy 
and close. One sail in sight. 

May 1st. Boaring to the east among 
heavy ice. 

2nd. Close beset among heavy ice. 
IMspatched a party of onr men over the ice 
to the vessel in s%fat, ^o know if she could 
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supply us with any proTisions we stood in 
need of. She proved to be the Liee, of Hull, 
Oapt. Lee, who promised to assist us as for 
as possible, to. enable us to return h^itMr 
when we get out of the ice. ' ' 

' 3rd. Lying beset among heavy ice. The 
Lee still in sight. 

4th. Boaring to the N.E., among heavy 
ice. The Lee still in sight. 

5th. Received from Capt. Lee one barrel 
of pork, two bags of bread, some flour, 
peas, a small quantity of barley, some coals, 
and a few other necessary articles. Boaring 

ft 

to the B.S.E., among heavy ice. Four sail 
in sight. 

6th. Boaring to the eastward, among 
heavy ice. Four sail still in sight. 



■c 



U3r 

7tb. . UiUpde ;K56^, aa'. Bearing t(>,t^ft 
eastward V among -^jbeavy vice. At eleyenc 
P.M., got the ship into the sea ; hoisted: 
fapr lK>ats on deck, stowc^d:|'hem, s^ begany^ 
to make the best of our way. towards Ofcb 
England. Five sail in sight. 



8th. At four A. M, saw four ships bopnd 
to the N.K.^ and fell, in company with them, 
they proved to be the Coye, of South Shields ; 
the Princess of Wales, of. Aberd^eep : the 

1 ■ u ■ 

Triad, of Kirkaldy ; and the Phoenix, of 
Whitby: their masters supplied us to our 
wishes, which was a very great cdnsolatioh 
to every one on board, and. enabled us'td ' 
pursue our homeward voyage with renewed^ 
health and vigor. 



J 
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14th. Latitude 56^14', longitude 37^5': 
Spoke the Dorothy, of Dundee ; she was 
lying to in a gale of wind from N.W. 



T ■:> /> • 
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Andiiow haviiig arrived in a comparatively 
mild climate from that which we had left^ 
where Boreas goveras with despotic sway^ 
and having laid in a good stock of provisions 
for the remainder of the voyage, it may not 
be amiss to take a retrospective view of the' 
dangers we have so miraculously escaped. 

At an unusually early period, (the begin- 
nihg of August) the frost became so severe 
that we were completdly beset in the ice, 
arid Ihe greatest exertions that could be used 
were unavailing to efffect our liberation, so 
that we were compelled to remain in such a' 
deplorable state upwards^ of eight months; 
an infliction never yet experienced by any 
other navigator for half so long a period, 
and, it will be readily admitted, that all the 
horrors of our ^situation were more -than 
doubled by the afflicting circumstances of 
our stock of provisions running short, so as 
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tp: compel as to subi^ist a considerable pari 
of the time upon the very scanty allowance 
pf two lbs. of bread, and a like quantity of 
meat, per week for each man, and frequently 
in a temperature of 50° below zero ; and 
that, when the most alarming of our long 
experienced dangers were arrived at their 
highei^ pitch, and horrors upon horrors were 
e;krery day accunmlating ; when our labours 
were incessant, in the hope of averting even 
for a few hours the dreadful fate that 
impended over our heads, and which appeared 
lAevitable, But still all seemed to be im- 
pressed with this useful and important truUi^ 
that safety can never be promoted by 
rqiining, but by activity, resolution and 
perseverance; and, I am fully convinced > 

r 

that our having acted on this impression, 
ha^ been the ultimate cause of our de- 
liyeraiice* 

After the unfortunate wreck of the Har- 
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lingeii) we seemed to stand alone in the 
frozen ocean, the devoted victims to its rage 
and fury. While we had another ship in 
company, our calamities appeared less for- 
midable ; since, in every kind of danger, 
there is a probability that one ship may 
escape, and be capable of preserving or 
relieving the crew of the other; but we 
seemed to be deprived of evety prospect of. 
succour or comfort. Even sleep (** nature's 
soft nurse") could not afford usmuch refresti*- 
ment, our minds were too intent on the 
dangers we had escaped in the day to let us 
rest soundly at night ; and, whether sleepiag 
or waking, it was impossible to forget for a 
moment the horrors with which we were 
surrounded. 

Our incessant toils were generally rendered 
ineffectual by the cruel frost which seemed 
to frown indignant on our vain attempts to 
resist its power. 
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Frequently have we found ourselves 
amongst numerous and stupendotis iceberg's 
^^ like icy mountains high on mountains 
piled/' any one of which was sufficient to 
overwhelm us with a force completely 
irresistible to any human strength or 
power. 

• - 

In the never-to-be?forgotten horrors of the 
23d. of February, when an immense icebei^, 
by pressing ^on the ice^ was forcing on the 
ship at ariipid rate,' and was expected to 
crush her to pieces every moment, and all 
the men except two (who were severely 
frost-bitten) had left heir, we found the 
advantages to be derived from presence of 
mind and a prompt application of its dictates ; 

thus by a ready manoeuvre, and getting up 

» ' * . , ♦ - - • . 

the sails (by my own individual exertion), 

which caused a'sudden turn, and enabled 
me to thrust the ship between the berg and 
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the iee^ we go released from the dreadful 
iceberg ; but for this our ship must ha^e 
been torn to pieces, her cai^o left in those 
seas froiU which it had been obtained ; and 
as it was next to impoissible for any men, 
however much used to hardship and cold, 
to have lived a night upon the ice with such 
severe frost, it is more than probable that 
none would have been spared to return And 
tell the dismal tale. 

To the last moment of tny existence it 
will afford me pleasure and consolation to 
reflect, that during such severe trials, un- 
paralleled hardships and deprivation's, we 
did not lose a single tnata; atid that with but 
very few exceptions, the crew (until after 
our deliverance) were well and healthy, 
and cheerfully performed every duty re- 
quired of them ; though the cutting winds 
were benumbing their lifnbs and threatning 
to destroy every vital function 
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When any of them were frost-bitten, the 
usual remedies were applied, which produced 
the desired eflFect ; but it is time to close 
this long digression and arrive at the con* 
elusion of my narrative. 

It is before stated that on the 7th. of May, 
we were b^inning to. make the best of our 
way home, to once more enjoy the society 
of our relations and friends, who must have 
concluded that we were all numbered with 
the dead. 

From this time we pursued a regular and 
steady course, meeting with few interrup- 
tions, and with no particular occurrences 
worth noticing. 

On the 2nd. June, about eight P. M* saw 
Ronas Hill, the West part of Shetland beam- 
ing S«E. distance about 12 miles. Hauled 
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by) the wind to the Southward ;'runnfa[ig in 
Saints Mfl^nus' Bay (being short of water and 
firing); At meridian cani« too with ihe 
small bower in seven faUiom wateri^ in 

'Boester voe. 



* 

3rd. This day being Sunday, afford^ a 
pleasing sight. The men, led by myself, 
Went to church and retufrned thanks to the 
Almighty, for our presrervation. 

" Sib'/ Bought a bullock, that the men 
might enjoy the luxury of fresh meat, with 
vegetables, &c. At four A. M., weighed 
aii^ proceeded to sea. At ten A. M., abreast 
ot thte Vee Skerries. 

7th. Came close round to Samborough^ 
head. Hauled rouiid to the N. E. and pro- 
ceeded for Lerwick. At meridian about 
MoiiSa Isle. 
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Stb.^ Got a pilot on board. Came too 
with tibe small bower in nine fathoms water 
abreast of Lerwick town; after which I was 
employed settling with the Shetland men. 

9th. Still employed settling with the 
Shetland men; 



IQth. Got on board some coals and turf, 
and also some fresh water. 

ft 

11th. At five A, M., hoisted a jack for a 
pilot. About nine weighed and proceeded 
to sea, assisted by some mem from His Ma- 
jesty's sloop Clio, and His Majesty's brig 
Martial. At meridian, abreast of Mousa 
Isle. 

I cannot omit this opportunity of publicly 
offering my best thanks to the commanders 
of these vessels, for the very essential ser- 
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iriee they rendered me, by^ their kind and 
polite attention, in assisting me with part of 
their .respective crews, to enable me to get 
our ship under weigh, at a time when I was 
not able to get a sufficient number of our 
met! on board ; so that without the aid of 
these gentlemen, it is probable, I might 
have been detained several days : but our 
men no sooner perceived that the ship was 
getting under weigh, than all eagerly came 
on board : The fact is, that I had no sooner 
landed with the Shetland meii and some of 
the remaining crew, than the sufferings we 
had endured became the general subject of 
coaversatioB throughout the towa ; the con^ 
sequences were, that myself and officers 
received polite invitations from the respect- 
able part of the inhabitants, and the society 
of the men were eagerly sought after ; to 
wtiora, it must be supposed, good cheer «m 
shore was what they could not leave with- 
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out great reluctance ; and hence arose the 
difficulty of getting them on board. 

To the masters of the Bon Accord, the 
Rambler, the Lee, the Cove, the Princess of 
Wales, the Triad and the Phoenix, I ac- 
knowledge myself much indebted for the 
ready and obliging manner in which they 
supplied me with provisions. 

We proceeded in our course, naturally 
anxious to reach the desired haven, and on 
the 23rd., at meridian, had the inexpressible 
delight of coming to an anchor abreast of the 
Nore-light vessel, and after a pleasant sail 
up the Thames, arrived at Gravesend the 
next day ; and on the 26th June, got safe 
moored at Deptford. 

I shall not attempt to state the joy ex- 
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pressed by our connexions and friends, they 
can be more easily imagined than described. 

I took on early opportunity of explaining 
to the ^ owners of the ship erery particular 
of tlus long and disasterous voyage, and was 
much gratified at receiving their unqualified 
approbation. ^ 

. nrhe ijinder^vriters ^ave also, been pleased 
to, Ijayp?: me wi^ ,tbp fi?llo^Y^ing honQrai>le 



"•.t '-• , If *•«.•• 
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Pfiict of Ltdemnilg, l2Uf Sept. 1827. 

*' / have the pleasure to inform you. 
that the Directors of this Compafw h^'Vein^ 

structed /me to present you with one hundred 

* ^ • . - • ■ ■ ' , •. ■ • . ■ . • . • • • 

guineas i in, testimQnt/ of ilieir approbation ef 
tfour meritorious conduct on board the ship 
Dundee^ during her perilous situation in Davis* 
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straits ; which sum will be paid w/ten you call 
at the office for it. 

I remain J Sir^ Sfc. 

* 

Geo. Chauntv^ Sec,** 

*« To Capt. Duncan.'\ 



Thus every thing has been settled to the 
satisfaction of those interested, or any way 
connected with the voyage, which lasted 
one year, two months and twenty-two days ; 
and having by its happy conclusion strong- 
ly evinced, that though the most prudent 
precautions can only carry with them a pro- 
bability of success against impending danger, 
or in blunting the arrows of adverse fortune, 
yet that intrepidity, resolution and persever- 
ance, will generally enable us to surmount 
every difficulty ; that these should never be 



126 



relinquished, whilst a shadow of hope re. 
mains ; and even when that is lost, it is 
unwise to give way to the baneful influence 
of despair. 



FINIS. 



